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Sermon John 15 26 27 Pentecost S B  

Sermon: Pentecost 

Text: John 15:26-27; 16:4-15 

Theme: To testify about Jesus 

Goal: The Holy Spirit testifies about Jesus and we testify as well by 

          His power and guidance.  

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Introduction: Finishing our Mission Season on Pentecost Day, we look 

for the source of all Mission Power – the Holy Spirit -  to carry on what 

we have learnt about mission. Mission is not just a matter of words and 

theory; it is to be put into practice, and happens day-by-day.  Without 

the Holy Spirit, nothing happens in the mission field. But the Holy 

Spirit doesn't work alone; He uses us as His tools to reach God's goal to 

testify about Jesus to the world.  

 

We are completing our Mission Season for this year, but not our 

missionary task. Mission always happens by the grace of God and the 

power of the Holy Spirit working in us and through us. 

 

Jesus talks very clearly about the Holy Spirit and His task of witnessing 

about Jesus. And Jesus speaks very clearly about our task of witnessing 

about Him as well, under the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I – The Holy Spirit and His testimony 

 

The Holy Spirit is called as PARAKLETOS in this text (like the name of 

the Anglican Catholic Church who uses our facilities: Holy Parakletos). 

This word in Greek has many complementary meanings: The Advocate, 

the Helper, the Counselor, the Comforter (die Trooster, in Afrikaans). 

“It is a  legal term, but with a broader meaning than 'counsel for the 

defense'. It referred to any person who helped someone in trouble with 

the law. The Holy Spirit will always stand by Christôs people” (Concórdia 

STB, John 14:17, foot note).  
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Jesus promised to His disciples to send the Parakletos to them: “whom 

I will send to you from the Father.” Jesus was to leave them, going 

back to heaven at His Ascension. But they wouldn't stay alone. “You 

are filled with grief because I am going to the Father”... says Jesus; “I 

tell you the truth,  It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 

away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him 

to you.” In a free translation, this verse says: “You are just sad that I am 

going. The fact is: It's best for you if I do go away; because, if I don't, 

the Holy Spirit, who gives you all the power you need, will not be able 

to come to you. But when I go back, I will send Him to you” (Straight Talk 

from God). And this promise was accomplished on Pentecost Day, when 

the Holy Spirit came from heaven upon the disciples, as we heard from 

Acts 2.  

 

The Holy Spirit is also called as “the Spirit of Truth”. “In essence and 

in action the Spirit is characterized by truth. He brings people to the 

truth of Godò (Concordia SSB, John 14:17 footnote). Jesus promised: “But when He, 

the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not 

speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell 

you what is yet to come.” - Therefore we believe and confess that “the 

Bible is the 'Holy Scripture' because God the Holy Spirit gave to His 

chosen writers the thoughts that they expressed and the words that they 

wrote (verbal inspiration). The Bible is God's own Word and truth, 

without error (inerrancy).” (Explanation of the Small Catechism, p.48-49). St. Peter 

wrote: “Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” ( 2 Peter 1:21).  

 

Jesus also says that the Holy Spirit doesn't exist or work by its own. 

“He goes out from the Father... The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 

remind you of everything I have said to you (John 14:26)... He will bring 

glory to me by talking from what is mine and making it know to you. 

All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will 

will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”  - We confess 

in the Nicene Creed: “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
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life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the 

prophets...”  

 

After giving all these details about the Holy Spirit, so that the disciples 

wouldn’t have any doubt about Him, Jesus says: “He will testify about 

me.” How does the Holy Spirit testify about Jesus? Apart from “a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind” and “what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of” the disciples 

on Pentecost Day, we don't have a report in the Bible where the Holy 

Spirit spoke directly about Jesus... The Holy Spirit does His work of 

witnessing about Jesus in and through the children of God!!! First in 

and through the holy apostles, and after this in and through the 

Christians all around the world, - even in and through us! Acts 2 

reports: “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them... Then Peter stood up 

with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: … God has 

raised Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the 

right hand of God, He has received from the Father the promised Holy 

Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear... Therefore let all 

Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you have 

crucified, both Lord and Christ!” … and Peter concluded his sermon on 

Pentecost Day: “Repent and be baptized, everyone of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and 

for all who are far of – for all whom the Lord our God will call!” - 

These are us, who were called by the grace of God and the power of the 

Holy Spirit, were baptized, and confess that Jesus is our Lord and 

Christ! 

 

II – We and our testimony 

 

Like a candle, that cannot be hidden, but shines its light, we bear the 

Holy Spirit in us since we were baptized and His light shines through 

us. Even if we don't say one word, but our behavior shows that there is 
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something different in us. If it's not so, something is very wrong with 

us. If our light doesn't shine and if our behavior is exactly the same as 

that of the unbelievers’, we have to re-examine our convictions. But I'm 

sure that it is not so with us. The Holy Spirit, who called us to the 

Christian faith, empowers us with His gift “gathers, enlightens, and 

sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps us with Jesus 

Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and 

richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers” (Luther's Small 

Catechism).  

 

“Believers bear their testimony to Christ in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. But it is our testimony, and we are responsible for bearing it. 

The apostles bore the definitive testimony, for they were uniquely 

chosen and taught by Christ and were eyewitnesses of His glory” 

(Concordia SSB John 15:27). We are the witnesses for our time, beginning to 

witnessing to our family. I will always come back to our watchword for 

this year: “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord 

has done for you, and how He has had mercy on you.” How to do it? 

With the grace and power of the Holy Spirit each of us has to look for 

opportunities to share our faith and our hope, never giving up. I wrote 

in the Newsletter: Maybe each of us should make a list of people for 

whom we will pray and try to bring to Christ!...Maybe you have some 

people to invite. Pray for them. Invite them to come to the Services. 

Introduce them to the other members. 
 

May God bless us all as we are witnessing Jesus to others in words and 

deeds, in the power of the Holy Spirit, the PARAKLETOS, the Helper, 

the Advocate, the Counselor, the Comforter. To Him be the glory, with 

the Father and the Son, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
         Pastor Carlos Walter Winterle 

         Cape Town, 27 May 2012 


