
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Watchword 2017 

“The righteous will live by faith.
                                                         

 

 
What kind of challenges do you 
have? 
 For a young couple with children, 
there are lots of challenges every 
morning. The children grow fast and 
realize every day something new. 
How to manage it? How to raise 
them to be responsible adults? What 
is the role of the church and of the 
Christian faith in education?
 For a youth and/or a young adult, 
the challenge is: What will be my 
career? Who will be my partner for 
life? 
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CHALLENGES 

What kind of challenges do you 

For a young couple with children, 
there are lots of challenges every 
morning. The children grow fast and 
realize every day something new. 
How to manage it? How to raise 
them to be responsible adults? What 

the role of the church and of the 
h in education? 

For a youth and/or a young adult, 
the challenge is: What will be my 

? Who will be my partner for 

 For someone beginning a new job, 
the challenge is to adapt to the new 
reality, to fit into the team, to do the 
best to achieve maybe a promotion. 
 For some elderly people, the 
challenge is sometimes just to g
out of bed every morning.
 In any case, we n
our lives. They pull us forward and 
are a sort of encouragement. Even 
when we feel that the challenge is 
too big for me, I have to 
and believe that He will give me the 
strength and the guidance I need. 
God is not just a God f
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The righteous will live by faith..” 
                                                           Romans 1:17 

 

For someone beginning a new job, 
the challenge is to adapt to the new 
reality, to fit into the team, to do the 
best to achieve maybe a promotion.  

For some elderly people, the 
challenge is sometimes just to get 

bed every morning. 
In any case, we need challenges in 

our lives. They pull us forward and 
are a sort of encouragement. Even 
when we feel that the challenge is 
too big for me, I have to trust in God 

that He will give me the 
strength and the guidance I need. 
God is not just a God for eternity. He 
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is a God for our day-by-day 
challenges! The promise of Jesus to 
be with us always is true and certain. 
His love and His forgiveness will 
renew our faith daily. 
 Prophet Jeremiah comforts us in 
Lamentation chapter 3:21-26 
“Because of the Lord’s great love we 
are not consumed, for His 
compassions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is His 

faithfulness. I say to myself, ‘The 
Lord is my portion; therefore, I will 
wait for Him. The Lord is good for 
those whose hope is in Him, to the 
one who seeks Him. It is good to wait 
quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” 
“OUR COMPETENCE COMES FROM 
GOD” (2 Corinthians 3:5).  

 
Pastor Walter

 

In Memory of Bob Laspe 
Robert William Laspe was born on 06 December 1938 in Cape Town. He was 
baptized at the Methodist church, Plumstead and confirmed on 20th Nov 1955 
at the same church.  He was educated at St. Joseph’s College (Marist Brothers) 
in Rondebosch and after school trained as a welder with the then SA Railways 
and Harbours (now Transnet) where he worked for over 35 years before 
retiring in 1993. 
He met Lee while learning old time 
dancing and they entered many 
competitions, and even won a few! 
They were married on 07 October 1967 
at St. Johannis, Wynberg and had two 
children: Erica and Sean, (twins). Sean 
has lived with his wife and three 
children in New Zealand since 2000. 
Bob loved to potter around in the 
garage fixing the odd household item.  He enjoyed the outdoors and the 
family camped regularly in their caravan where Bob would sometimes 
disappear for hours on end, only to be found later sharing a laugh with 
neighbouring campers over their braaivleis fire and a cold beer!  In later years, 
Bob loved crossword puzzles and colouring-in and was eager to show any 
visitor his latest offering (as he termed it!) 
Once Lee had a stroke in 1999, Bob took over her care and was a continual 
support to her until her passing in 2015. 
The family was a founding member of St. Thomas.  
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 

 
Bishop’s visit and Call Process: Bishop Dieter and Maggi visited St. Thomas 
from 10 to 14 June. He had a meeting with the Elders on Saturday night. 
 
On Sunday, 10 June, Bishop Reinstorf presented the names of two candidates 
who can be called to serve as the pastor of St Thomas when Pastor Walter’s 
contract comes to an end in December 2017.  The candidates were put 
forward after a discussion with the church council.   They are Dieter 
Schnackenberg and Kurt Schnackenberg. 
  
Dieter Schnackenberg was born in 1964 and 
ordained as a pastor on 1 May 1999. Since then 
he has served the congregation in Lüneburg 
(KZN). He and his wife, Adelheid nee Niebuhr, 
have three children: Michaela, Judith and 
Daniel.   The daughters are in high school, with 
the son still in junior school. 
  
 
Kurt Schnackenberg was  born in 1962 and was 
ordained in July 2005.  Since then he has served 
the congregation in Shelly Beach (KZN). He and 
his wife, Magdalene (Lena) nee Weber, have 
three children: Robert, Johannes and Thomas.  
Robert has left school, with Johannes and 
Thomas are both in high school.  
  
 
 
Both pastors are second-career pastors and were in the workplace before 
deciding to study theology. They are both active in their communities, having 
a particular interest in education.   
Dieter Schnackenberg used to serve on the Synodical Council of the FELSISA, 
also as deputy Bishop, until 2014. In 2014 Kurt Schnackenberg was elected 
onto the Synodical Council in 2014. 
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Special Call Service/Meeting: On 25th June, St. Thomas will have the Call 
Service/Meeting to elect the new pastor. All voting members are invited to 
attend this Special Service and, under prayer and God’s guidance, to call the 
new pastor.  
The meeting will be chaired by Pastor Walter Winterle. After a hymn, 
scripture reading and prayer, the candidates will be put to the vote. The vote 
will be a ballot. The constitution does not provided for proxies. The candidate 
who receives the majority of votes will be informed immediately afterwards 
by Bishop Reinstorf that he has received a call.  The called candidate will have 
approximately two weeks to respond to the call. He can either accept or 
decline. Should he decline, the call process will be repeated with a new list of 
candidates being presented to the congregation.    
  
Lutheran Theological Seminary: Pastor Walter Winterle has been called to 
serve as rector at the Lutheran Theological Seminary of Tshwane from January 
2018.  He and Lidia will relocate to Pretoria.  Once a candidate has accepted a 
call to St. Thomas, the relocation dates will be finalized. 
 
 
Rafiki Natal Nunes: was born on 10 April 
2017 to Fábio and Carol, in Brazil. Mariah 
and Nahan are happy with the new 
brother. Rafiki is growing fast and healthy. 
God’s blessings to the family.  
 
 
 
 
 

Kitchen: The kitchen received a new 

improvement: nice wooden blinds!  

Thank you, Deon, for the donation and 

installation.   
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Palm Sunday Brunch: After 
the Service, we all enjoyed a 
good brunch. Thank you to 
everyone who brought 
something to share. It’s 
always a good time to be 
together and to enjoy the 
Christian fellowship. 
 
 
 
Easter and little ones:  
St. Thomas had almost all of our little kids at Easter Service. The new 
generation is growing! We gathered them with their parents after the Service 
for a picture!  
“Let the little children come to me, and don’t hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such of these”, said Jesus (Mark 10:14).  
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American Missionaries:  
West Africa LCMS Missionaries 
came to Cape Town for a 
retreat from 17 to 23 April. 
Pastor Walter and Lídia had a 
meeting/dinner with them on 
Friday; and they attended St. 
Thomas Service on Sunday. 
Some stayed for holidays the 
week after the retreat, and 
attended the Service on 30th as 
well. God bless the work they are doing in West Africa.  

 
 
Mozambique: Pastor Walter had 
another blessed trip to Mozambique 
from 1 to 12 May. Pastor Roger Zieger, 
LKM Mission Director, and Pastor 
Christoph Weber, MLC Regional 
Director, were in Mozambique as well. 
They gave classes on Luther and the 
Reformation History; and pastor 
Walter did lectures on Church History. 
60 candidates attended the classes, plus the eight pastors.  We visited six 
churches on the weekend. The church is growing fast: They have more than 
80 congregations, and many other places are calling the Lutheran pastors to 

visit them. We need to improve 
the Lutheran Guest House 
(Training Center), because they 
are not good facilities for the 
students to sleep. They need 
also toilets, shower and a 
dinning/ meeting room. The 
pastors are providing a quote 
for these improvements.  
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Concordia University Chicago (CUC) Wind Symphony: Unfortunately, plans 
had to be changed at the last minute, and the Orchestra couldn’t perform at 
the NAC in Cape Town as planned. But Pastor Walter and Lídia had the 
opportunity to meet the leaders of the group for dinner on Sunday evening, 
15 May. The following events of CUC in South Africa went according to the 
schedule. It was a good opportunity to share GRACE FOR ALL by excellent 
music, as we celebrate de 500 years of the Reformation.  
 
Honorary Doctor Degree: Pastor Walter received an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity (D.D.) Degree from the Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO, USA,  
on 19 May. Prof. Dr. Daniel Mattson introduced Pastor Walter at the 
graduation ceremony:   
 
“I have the honour of introducing Carlos Walter Winterle, missionary of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil (IELB).   
 
2015 marks the 43th year of his graduation from 
Concordia Seminary, Porto Alegre and a lifetime 
of ministry in the IELB, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kenya, the Free Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod in South Africa, and at the same time the 
emerging Lutheran church in Mozambique in East 
Africa.  
 
Walter Winterle began his service to the church 
as a missionary-church planter in Sao Paulo in 
1973, working at a time when masses of people 
were entering Sao Paulo from the countryside.  
That work resulted in the planting of a 
congregation that he served until 1988, a 
congregation that continues to play an important 
role in Lutheran work in that enormous city.  
From there, I want to jump to his service as the president of the IELB from 
1998 through 2006.  Contemporaneously, the worldwide Lutheran community 
also expressed its confidence in him during this period, electing him first the 
secretary of the International Lutheran Council and then its vice-president. 
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It was after his terms as president of the IELB that he became involved in 
international mission.  In LCMS World Mission, we were being asked in 2006 
to supply a pastor to the international congregation in Nairobi, Kenya, the 
Uhuru Highway Lutheran Cathedral.  We regarded it as an answer to prayer 
when we learned that Walter Winterle might be willing to consider a foreign 
call, and that was the beginning. 
 
In 2010, he moved on to become the Coordinator of the Theological 
Education Program in Mozambique.  Their colonial history left Angola and 
Mozambique unprepared for the challenges of the modern world, and there 
are enormous crowds of people there who are like sheep without a shepherd.  
Winterle and others concluded that effective gospel outreach required the 
leadership of a Mozambican ministry.  The first class produced eight pastors.  
There were ten congregations when they graduated 2012, and about 80 now.  
I think the program is working. 
 
Then South Africa. Most of the congregations of the FELSISA, the Free 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa, are located in the north of the 
country.  There is one congregation far away in Cape Province that the 
FELSISA has always struggled to serve.  Walter Winterle was called there in 
2011 and continues there to this day, at the same time continuing to 
coordinate the Theological Education program in Mozambique. 
 
I think you can see a pattern in all of this.  If you want pastoral leadership that 
recognizes that all theology is practical, as Luther said, if you are looking for a 
person to do things that have not been done 
before, if you need a person who recognizes that 
the practice of mission and ministry is always a 
creative act centring on God’s love for people, 
then you are looking for a person like Carlos 
Walter Winterle.”   
 
Cross renewed: The wooden cross on the wall 
behind St. Thomas Church was sanded down and 
varnished by Shawn and Wesley on 1st May, 
Holiday. Thank you for the good work done.  
  



 9

Pastor’s Convention: The FELSISA pastors gathered for the 37th Pastor’s 
Convention in Impalabos, Hoedspruit, from 29th May to 1st June. It was a good 
opportunity to enjoy the fellowship of the colleagues, to listen to good papers 
and discuss them, and to live close to the BIG FIVE in the Reinstorf’s Family 
Game Farm.  

 
 
Zenka: Our dear Zenka is in Austria as au-pair. She wrote a letter and sent 
some pictures of her good experience there: 
Hello pastor!  
It’s been a while since I have written to you. I hope you and the church are doing well. I 
send my regards to everyone.  
My life has gotten much better here in Vienna and I am currently living with a great 
family! They are super nice and accepted me as one of their family members since day 1! I 
hope to make many more memories with them. I look after two kids, Yara, who is 6 years 
old and loves drawing, singing and acting as much as I do! We are like sisters. Then there 
is Jakob who is currently 4. A little wild but good-hearted boy whom I can be wild with 
too. My nicknames for Yara and Jakob are princess and monkey. Haha!  
Since I have much more free time nowadays I take advantage of it and travel a lot! I’ve 
been to Stuttgart and Dresden in Germany, visiting some relatives 
and friends of my mom. Salzburg, Carinthia and smaller towns in 
Austria have also been part of the experience. Last weekend I was 
in the Czech Republic going to Prague! That was really amazing. 
Finally, I make more friends in the sixth month that I have been 
here. This week I will be travelling to South Tirol, Italy and I am 
sure it will be a great experience.  
Is everything still going well in the church? How is everyone?  
 
Kind regards,  
Zenka  
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Knysna Disaster Relief: A big thank you to all congregation members, who so 
generously donated various items towards the relief of the Knysna disaster 
victims. Thank you to Lionel Hillermann for organizing this. 
 
Financial Report 

 We thank the congregation for the services when offerings exceeded our 
budget of R2500. Unfortunately in May, we offered less than budget and 
we need to try to offer more. 

 

 We thank members of the congregation who deposited tithe directly 
into our bank account. This has increased since the start of the year.  

 We encourage all members to arrange a regular monthly payment. This 
can be done anonymously, or the treasurer can assign you a tithing 
reference number. 

 Thank you for the fundraising efforts. The food fair achieved R5412. The 
ladies lunches has raised R5200 so far this year. 

 Our costs are well managed. The church council reviews the financial 
report monthly. 

 We received the signed audit report for 2014 and 2015. 

 The auditors are now busy auditing our 2016 financials. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
JUNE 
01 – Dumisani Ndebele; Kiera Glass 
02 – Alexia Sandmann  
11 – Roberta Eggers , Fábio Nunes 
16 – Amina Kagarabi; Brigitte Boehmer* 
18 – Mikayla Marie Burger 
19 – Ian Crouch & Tatiana Winterle 
24 – Lauren Swiegers  
26 – Leanne Swiegers, Cindy Burns, 

Oloff Burger 
27 -  Mari Johnston & Aimee Johnston  
29 – Tiago Miguel  
30 – Shelagh Blackmore 
 

JULY 
02 – August Hohls  
06 – Dieu Mercy Kagarabi 
09 – Julie Avenant, Keenan Burns  
15 – Lídia Winterle  
18 – David Skibbe  
19 – Shawn Johnston & Ulrike Reinstorf  
20 – Carlos Walter Winterle  
25 – Hunter August van Dijk &  

Sammy Nunes 
29 – Natalie Cairncross 
 

 
 
BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY 
JUNE 
03 – Anton Potgieter                                                                                                                                                            
09 – Keegan Karshagen                                                                                                                                                  
14 – Leo Josef Dini                                                                                                                                                                                                
18 – Caleb Potgieter                                                                                                                                                               
21 – Guenther Meier                                                                                                                                                                 
28 - Brian Ravenscroft                                                                                                                                                            
30 – Dieu Mercy Kabiraba Kagarabi 

& Amina Kagabari 

JULY 
14 – Ingrid Rewitzky  
20 – Mari and Aime Johnston,  

& Erika Marriott-Watson 
25 – August Hohls 
28 – Lídia Winterle 
29 – Brigitte Glass 
30 – Nala Ndebele

  

 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY   
JUNE 
16.06.2007 – Jason and Faith Dini (10 years) 
 
JULY 
04.07.1992 – Wesley and Jackie Karshagen (25 years) 
06.07.1974 – Marja and Mike Wybrow 
11.07.1969 – Gunther and Lydia Meier 
15.07.1967 – Dennis and Jenny Rewitzky (50 years) 
22.07.2006 – Oloff Burger and Ronell Koch 
26.07.1958 – Oscar and Johanna Horstmann 

 
 

 



 

Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession)

St. Thomas Congregation
 
 
Church  
27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead  
 
Parsonage  
10 Van Gogh Street  
Panorama 7500  

✉  Street Address or  

      P.O. Box 12255  
      N1-City 7463  
 
Divine Service  
Every Sunday at 9.30am  
      Sunday School  
      Holy Communion  
 
Pastor  
Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle  

☎ 021-9303734  

      081 482 1018  
E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 
 

www.st

 
       

     To promote fellowship in a friendly environment

     God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation)
     love for one another is exercised (care)

   loving others is practised (outreach)
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Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession)

St. Thomas Congregation 

Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br  

 
Church Councillors 
David Cairncross                 
Shawn Johnston                       
                                                    
Axel Pape                                  082 8099610
Ingrid Pape                                
Heindry Peyper                         
                                                    
 
Women’s Guild Chairlady
Margrit Deetlefs                         
                                                    
 
Sunday School  
Ronel Koch                                
                                                     
 
Banking Details  
ABSA (Parow 502 110) 
Account Name: St Thomas 
Account Number: 404 1515 600

 

 

www.st-thomas.org.za 

 

       PURPOSE STATEMENT 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment

where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation)

love for one another is exercised (care) 
ving others is practised (outreach) 

      Loved by God. Loving others. 

Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

llors  
                      083 3337630 
                      021 5591069  

                                                    083 3259965  
Axel Pape                                  082 8099610 

                               082 5809577  
                        081 0394013  

                                                    021 4243949  

Chairlady 
                        081 2824777  

                                                    021 9133529  

                       021 9131200 
                                                     0828047644 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  
Account Name: St Thomas  

Number: 404 1515 600 

To promote fellowship in a friendly environment 

God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 


