
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Watchword 2017 

“The righteous will live by faith.
                                                         

 

    
 

ST. THOMAS 24

“I love the house where you live, O 
LORD, the place where your glory 
dwells” Psalm 26:8). 

 
The house of the LORD is not only 
the church building, but it’s God’s 
people.  
 
Peter wrote: “As you come to Him, 
the Living Stone – rejected by men 
but chosen by God and precious to 
Him – you also, like living stones, 
are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering 
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ST. THOMAS 24th ANNIVERSARY 

where you live, O 
LORD, the place where your glory 

The house of the LORD is not only 
the church building, but it’s God’s 

As you come to Him, 
rejected by men 

but chosen by God and precious to 
you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ
And Jesus said to the Samaritan 
woman: “Believe me, woman, a 
time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither in this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. Yet a 
time is coming and has now come 
when true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for 
they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. God is spirit, 
worshipers must worship in spirit 
and truth” (John 4:21
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spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4,5). 
And Jesus said to the Samaritan 

Believe me, woman, a 
coming when you will 

worship the Father neither in this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. Yet a 
time is coming and has now come 
when true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for 
they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. God is spirit, and His 
worshipers must worship in spirit 

” (John 4:21-24). 
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St. Thomas was founded 24th years 
ago on 5th August 1993, without a 
church building. There were people 
who wanted to worship God in 
spirit and truth. And they came 
together to organize themselves as 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH (LUTHERAN 
CONFESSION) ST. THOMAS 
CONGREGATION. Several founders 
are still among us, worshiping 
faithfully in spirit and in truth. 
 
But God’s people need a place to 
come together. And therefore, the 
church was built. God’s people of 
the Old Testament didn’t have a 
permanent place to worship for a 
long time. The tabernacle was 
moving from one place to another. 
Eventually the temple was built by 
King Solomon in Jerusalem. And the 
Psalmist says: “I love the house 

where you live, O LORD, the place 
where your glory dwells”. It’s good 
to have a home, also a spiritual 
home. It’s good to have a family, 
also a Christian family. It’s good to 
gather around a table and enjoy a 
good food, also the Lord’s Table. It’s 
a pleasure to come to God’s house, 
to listen to His Word, to receive His 
forgiveness and the renewal of His 
love, to worship Him with songs and 
prayers, and to have fellowship with 
our brothers and sister in Christ.  
 
We praise the LORD for this 24th 
Anniversary, and we commit 
ourselves to His service with the 
words of the Psalmist: “I love the 
house where you live, O LORD, the 
place where your glory dwells”. 
 
Pastor Walter 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 

 

Pastor Dieter Schnackenberg sent a message to St. Thomas: 
 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. After a very 
difficult two weeks of praying and meditation, my family and I decided to 
accept the call and with the help of God, will serve as your pastor. On the 
one side, we are saddened by all the precious people and good things we 
are leaving behind and on the other side we are excited of a totally new 
challenge, to live in one of South Africa’s most beautiful cities and to serve 
St. Thomas Congregation with the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Please keep praying for us 
and God willingly we will move to 
Cape Town in December. We still 
have to finalize the details. 
May God bless you all and thank 
you for the trust you have put in 
us. Hopefully by the help and 
grace of Our Lord Jesus it will be a 
fruitful and blessed ministry for us 
all.  
 

Greetings,  
Pastor Dieter with Adelheid, 
Michaela, Judith and Daniel

 
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary:  
Dennis and Jenny Rewitzky 
celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on Saturday 15th 
July. They received a special 
blessing at the Service on 16th 

July. We wish them God’s 
blessings for the years to come. 
The late Pastor Meyer officiated 
at their wedding ceremony at     
St John’s Lutheran Church in King William’s Town. 
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 Fundraising Dinner: 
On Saturday 29 July, from 17:30, a special fundraising evening with a delicious 
3-course meal was enjoyed by members and guests at St Thomas. The 
tastefully decorated venue was filled with much chatting, warmth, and 
laughter from those present. Heartfelt thanks to the organisers and chefs – 
Shawn and Christie Johnston, Heindry and Juanita Peyper, Wesley and Jacky 
Karshagen. Thanks also to all 
their helpers who worked 
tirelessly delivering ‘Service with 
a Smile!’. Adding to the 
excitement of the fundraising 
event were numerous lucky 
draws thanks to generous 
donations. We look forward to 
another such evening in the not 
too distant future.  
Well Done! 
 
Disability  Awareness Sunday on 3rd September: 
GOD LIVES UNDER THE BED (sent by Erica du Toit) 
I envy Kevin. My brother, Kevin, thinks God lives under his bed. At least that's what 
I heard him say one night. He was praying out loud in his dark bedroom, and I 
stopped to listen, 'are you there, God?' He said. 'Where are you? Oh, I see. Under 
the bed....'  
I giggled softly and tiptoed off to my own room. Kevin's unique perspectives are 
often a source of amusement. But that night something else lingered long after the 
humour. I realized for the first time the very different world Kevin lives in.  
He was born 30 years ago, mentally disabled as a result of difficulties during labour. 
Apart from his size (he's 6-foot-2), there are few ways in which he is an adult. 
He reasons and communicates with the capabilities of a 7-year-old, and he always 
will. He will probably always believe that God lives under his bed, that Santa Claus 
is the one who fills the space under our tree every Christmas and that airplanes 
stay up in the sky because angels carry them.  
I remember wondering if Kevin realizes he is different. Is he ever dissatisfied with 
his monotonous life? Up before dawn each day, off to work at a workshop for the 
disabled, home to walk our cocker spaniel, return to eat his favourite macaroni-
and-cheese for dinner, and later to bed.  
The only variation in the entire scheme is laundry, when he hovers excitedly over 
the washing machine like a mother with her newborn child.  
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He lopes out to the bus every morning at 7:05, eager for a day of simple work.  
He wrings his hands excitedly while the water boils on the stove before dinner, and 
he stays up late twice a week to gather our dirty laundry for his laundry chores.  
And Saturdays - oh, the bliss of Saturdays! That's the day my Dad takes Kevin to the 
airport to have a soft drink, watch the planes land, and speculates loudly on the 
destination of each passenger inside. 'That one's goin' to Chi-car-go!‘ Kevin shouts 
as he claps his hands. His anticipation is so great he can hardly sleep on Friday 
nights. 
And so goes his world of daily rituals and weekend field trips.  
He doesn't know what it means to be discontent. His life is simple.  
He will never know the entanglements of wealth or power, and he does not care 
what brand of clothing he wears or what kind of food he eats. His needs have 
always been met, and he never worries that one day they may not be.  
His hands are diligent. Kevin is never as happy as when he is working. When he 
unloads the dishwasher or vacuums the carpet, his heart is completely in it.  
He does not shrink from a job when it is begun, and he does not leave a job until it 
is finished. But when his tasks are done, Kevin knows how to relax.  
He is not obsessed with his work or the work of others. His heart is pure.  
He still believes everyone tells the truth, promises must be kept, and when you are 
wrong, you apologize instead of argue.  
Free from pride and unconcerned with appearances, Kevin is not afraid to cry when 
he is hurt, angry or sorry. He is always transparent, always sincere. And he 
trusts God.  
Not confined by intellectual reasoning, when he comes to Christ, he comes as a 
child. Kevin seems to know God - to really be friends with Him in a way that is 
difficult for an 'educated' person to grasp. God seems like his closest companion.  
In my moments of doubt and frustrations with my Christianity, I envy the security 
Kevin has in his simple faith.  It is then that I am most willing to admit that he has 
some divine knowledge that rises above my mortal questions.  
It is then I realize that perhaps he is not the one with the handicap. I am. My 
obligations, my fear, my pride, my circumstances - they all become disabilities 
when I do not trust them to God's care.  
Who knows if Kevin comprehends things I can never learn? After all, he has spent 
his whole life in that kind of innocence, praying after dark and soaking up the 
goodness and love of God.  
And one day, when the mysteries of heaven are opened, and we are all amazed at 
how close God really is to our hearts, I'll realize 
that God heard the simple prayers of a boy who 
believed that God lived under his bed.  
Kevin won't be surprised at all!  
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Commemorating 500 years of Reformation:  
A public witness to the free grace of grace by all Lutheran Churches in 
South Africa standing together. We received the following message from 
Bishop Dieter:  
 
To all congregations of the FELSISA,    
500 years ago this year, in 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 theses that, in 
the subsequent years, changed the face of church and society worldwide. 
These theses placed the focus firmly on the salvific works of Christ.  
Lutherans in South Africa, with many others, are heirs of what Christ did 
through Martin Luther and the other Reformers, rediscovering that we are 
indeed saved by grace alone, through faith in Jesus Christ.     
 
Lutheran churches will be commemorating the Reformation in a number of 
special services and events. The FELSISA will be doing so at its Brass Band 
Festival to be held in Wittenberg on 2 July.  However, in a country where 
the Lutheran voice is seldom heard, all Lutheran churches also wish to 
commemorate the Reformation together in the hope that the service will 
be a public witness, widely broadcasted in South Africa, to the free grace 
of Christ.  As no church fellowship has been declared amongst all 
participating Lutheran churches, the Lords Supper (otherwise an integral 
part of the Lutheran church service) will not be celebrated.      
 
This All-Lutheran Service is to be held on 27 August 2017 at the Tshwane 
Events Centre (Pretoria Showground), Souter Street, Hall J, starting at 
10am.   
We hope that members from all Lutheran churches will come in numbers 
and also bring their friends along… 
 
This event has the full support of the leadership of the Lutheran and 
Moravian Churches in South Africa. Regular planning meetings have taken 
place, with the FELSISA’s Standard Order of Service serving as the broad 
outline.  The Lutheran Community of Southern Africa (LUCSA), with the 
former Bishop of the LCSA, Rev. Dr. David Tswaedi, serving as Executive 
Director, is facilitating the process. A poster has been attached for your 
notice boards.    
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The provisional program is:    
 8.00 am Doors open                                                                                                               
8.30 am Choirs and Brass Bands are seated                                                                     
9.00 am Singing                                                                                                                
9.40 am Procession of Pastors                                                                                                 
9.50 am Procession of Church Leaders and Officiants                                                   
10.00 am Start of Worship Service                                                                                 
12.00 noon End of worship service (1 pm)?  
Safe parking will be available on the premises. There will be no food 
served.  
 

A thank offering will also be taken, part of which will used to cover the 
expenses of hosting the celebrations.   
 

May our gracious Lord grant us his blessing.   
 

Yours in Christ,  
Dr. Dieter H. Reinstorf Bishop, FELSISA  
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New Members: 

Everd and Edna Koch 

 

Everd and I lived in the Wartburg 
area our entire married life. Our 
first 14 years we lived in Wartburg. 
Our three children, Ronell, Helga 
and Johann, spent their childhood 
there; enjoying their friends close 
by. After 14 years we moved to the 
family farm, where Everd farmed 
with sugar cane. The children had a 
lovely time on the farm and their 
friends could now visit the farm, 
having sleep overs, going fishing, 
taking walks to the waterfall and 
riding the motor bike. Johann 
learned how to drive the bakkie at 6 
years old, just being able to touch 
the pedals with his toes and looking 
through the steering wheel instead 
of over it! Not to mention all the 
other farm implements.  

They all went to Wartburg Kirchdorf 
School and had their 
"Religionsunterricht" before school 
at Kirchdorf, were all three where 
baptised and confirmed.  

Everd was part of the "Bläserchor" 
for well over 30 years, but had to 
stop due to his health. He also 
enjoyed being part of the 
Commando's for many years. I took 
part in the ladies activities, was part 
of the catering committee and 
helped at the Hairdressing Salon at 
the Old Age Home in Wartburg. 
After selling the farm we moved 
back to Wartburg, where we spent 
our last 10 years.  

Ronell (Internal Audit Director for 
Africa and Middle East for Marriot 
Hotel Group)  is married to Oloff 
(Thinus) Burger and have 2 children, 
Mikayla and Vaugn.  They live in 
Cape Town. Helga (Lecturer at 
University of KZN and doing her 
PhD) is married to Bruce Lister, who 
lost his wife in an accident and has a 
daughter, Rachel.  Johann (Owner 
and Founder of JKDesigns - 
Architect)  married Marianne 
Bodenstein and have no children as 
yet.  Both Helga and Johann live in 
Pretoria.  

We have very fond memories of 
Wartburg and were truly blessed all 
the time we were living there.  

We moved to Cape Town last year, 
due to Everd's health and upon the 
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invitation from Ronell (who decided 
to return from the UK) to move in 
with them, to be able to take care 
of us, as we needed to decide 
where to go and what to do. We are 
very grateful to Ronell and family 
for having done so!  

We trust the Lord to show us our 
way from here and are happy to be 
part of the St.Thomas Congregation 
and are truly thankful for the warm 
welcome we received.  

Thank you!  

 
Carlo and Hanna Bӧhmer 
 

 
 

We, Carlo and Hanna Bӧhmer come 
from Pretoria. We were members of 
the St. Paul’s congregation in 
Arcadia Pretoria, where we 
participated happily in the activities 
of the church. Carlo grew up in 
Lüneburg (Natal) and Hanna in 
Panbult (Mpumalanga). Our son, 
Dietmar, lives in Pretoria with his 
wife Linda (born Niebuhr). They 
have one son David. Our daughter, 
Renate, lives in Greytown (Natal). 
She is married to Past. Heinz 
Hiestermann and they have two 
daughters, Lotta and Jana. Carlo 
worked as an electronic technician 
and Hanna had a nursery school at 
home.

 
After 42 happy years in our house in Wierda Park Pretoria we have now 
moved to Kleinmond. 
 
Many people accompanied us on our life’s journey and we thank God for 
sending these people on our way. We are looking forward to a new 
experience in the Cape and we are thankful for the warm welcome we have 
received at St. Thomas congregation. 
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St. Thomas Statistics: End of July is the deadline to send the Annual Statistic 
to our Synod. St. Thomas finishes this statistical year with the following 
figures: 
Baptisms: 02 
Confirmations: 03 
Transfers in: 05 

Deaths: 03 
Transfers out: 03 
Resignations: 06 

TOTAL: 93 members (75 adults and 18 children) 
 
Financial Report (August 2017) 

 We thank the congregation for the offerings and tithe received. We are 

about R1500 below our budget. 

 

 Thank you for the fundraising effort and supports. The dinner generated 

R6300 in ticket sales and R1000 donation. The ladies lunches raised R2190. 

 The auditors are busy with our 2016 financial file. 

 We successfully applied for a rates exemption for the parsonage. This will 

save us some money. We applied for a refund as well. 

 We need to start planning for the relocation of Pastor Schnackenberg and 

his family. This cost is not in our 2017 budget. 

 Since March, we have not used any of our savings. This is a good sign for 

the future of our congregation. But we must remember that we must still 

pay the 2017 Synod levy. 

(30 000)

(25 000)

(20 000)

(15 000)

(10 000)

(5 000)

-
Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Offerings and Tithe
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

AUGUST 
05 – St.Thomas Anniversary 
13 – Juno Cairncross 
15 – Nandi B. Ndebele 
19 – Andreas Hillermann 
20 –  Heindry Peyper  
23 – Henrique Winterle von Muehlen 
24 –  Carol Sandmann   
25 – Maggi Reinstorf  
29 – Minnie Halm 
30 – Anzel Runds,  
         Lucas Severgnini Winterle  
31 – Rita Banda 

 

SEPTEMBER 
01 – Mangaliso Ndebele 
05 – Loraine Lünow 
06 – Eckard Köhne 
07 – Jason Dini 
09 – Isla Hope Hillermann 
13 – FELSISA  Anniversary 
15 – Tyson Jent van Dijk 
23 – Dalene Potgieter 
29 – Maike Hillermann 
 
 
 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARY 
AUGUST 
13 – C. Walter Winterle                                                                                                                                                    
19 – Lauren Swiegers                                                                                                                         
21 – Kiera Glass                                                                                                                  
23 – Andreas Hillermann                                                                                                                                                      
25 – Hunter August van Dijk 

 
SEPTEMBER 
13 – Eckard Kohne                                                                                                 
23 – Shelagh Blackmore   
         Nandi Ndebele                                                                                                                             
24 – Julie Avenant                                                                                                                

 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
AUGUST 
14.08.1996 – Ernest & Rita Banda 
 

 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
03.09.1988 – Shane and Leanne Swiegers 
17.09.2005 – Anton and Dalene Potgieter 
24.09.1981 – Lynette and Fred Wilson 
24.09.2013 - David and Natalie Cairncross 
 
 
 



 

Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession)

St. Thomas Congregation
 
 
Church  
27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead  
 
Parsonage  
10 Van Gogh Street  
Panorama 7500  

✉  Street Address or  

      P.O. Box 12255  
      N1-City 7463  
 
Divine Service  
Every Sunday at 9.30am  
      Sunday School  
      Holy Communion  
 
Pastor  
Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle  

☎ 021-9303734  

      081 482 1018  
E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 
 

www.st

 
 

     To promote fellowship in a friendly

     God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation)
     love for one another is exercised (care)

   lov
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Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession)

St. Thomas Congregation 

Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br  

 
 
Church Councillors 
David Cairncross                 
Shawn Johnston                       
                                                    
Axel Pape                                  082 8099610
Ingrid Pape                                
Heindry Peyper                         
                                                    
 
Women’s Guild Chairlady
Margrit Deetlefs                         
                                                    
 
Sunday School  
Ronel Koch                                
                                                     
 
Banking Details  
ABSA (Parow 502 110) 
Account Name: St Thomas 
Account Number: 404 1515 600

 

www.st-thomas.org.za 
 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment

where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation)

love for one another is exercised (care)
loving others is practised (outreach)
      Loved by God. Loving others. 

Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

llors  
                      083 3337630 
                      021 5591069  

                                                    083 3259965  
Axel Pape                                  082 8099610 

                               082 5809577  
                        081 0394013  

                                                    021 4243949  

Women’s Guild Chairlady 
                        081 2824777  

                                                    021 9133529  

                       021 9131200 
                                                     0828047644 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  
Account Name: St Thomas  

Number: 404 1515 600 

 
environment 

God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 
love for one another is exercised (care) 

ing others is practised (outreach) 
 


