Watchword 2014
“For here we do not
have an enduring
city, but we are
looking for the city
that is to come.”
- Hebrews 13:14
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One More Year
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As a New Year begins, we introduce St.
Thomas’ new Watchword for 2015:
“For here we do not have an enduring
city, but we are looking for the city that is
to come.” - Hebrews 13:14
Hope is something that drives us forward. As bad as the old year had been for
some, a glimpse of hope always remains
for the New Year. And we wish you all that
God may bless your plans and hear your
prayers.
God gives us a bigger hope, not just for
the New Year, but for our entire life. If our
life is good or bad, we have to be aware
that nothing is permanent in this world.
“For here we don’t have an enduring
city.” As one year follows the other, so
also the events of our life don’t stop.
Some former St. Thomas’ members love
Cape Town; but due professional duties
they had to move; Cape Town was not a
permanent, enduring city for them. Some
Capetonians members loved this city; but
this was not their permanent city; they
passed away last year, and moved to the
eternal city, like our beloved brother
Charles Melk.
What is your hope for your life? Do
you have your roots fixed here, or are you
“looking for the city that is to come”?
This is the bigger hope God gives us
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. We
confess in the Nicene Creed: “I believe…in
the life of the world to come.”
1 at the Calendar
The autumn leaves

2015 remember us that life is transitory.
After summer comes autumn; after autumn
come winter; and so on… “All men are like
grass, and all their glory is like the flowers
of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the Word of our God stands
forever” (Isaiah 40:6-8). Our faith is built on
God’s Eternal Word, who is Christ Himself.
In Him we are sure that “For here we do
not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.”
May God strengthen our faith and our
hope at the beginning of a New Year, lifting
our eyes to His promises in the resurrected
Christ, so that we can follow step by step
the 365 days of 2015 in the fellowship of
our brothers and sisters in Christ, in the
hope that a permanent city is waiting for us
and for all who follow the foot prints of
Jesus.
Pastor Walter
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Congregational News
Weinert family leaves

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting has been
scheduled for 22 February 2015 after the
Service.
It was not possible to schedule it for the 2nd
weekend in February as Pastor Walter will
only be returning from Brazil shortly before
then.
Please submit all proposals to the church
council or pastor by no later than the 8th
February 2015.
A shortlist of proposals to be submitted by
the church council include ::
1.
Stewardship Month will form part of
the plans for 2015, this will be based
on the FELSISA Councillors Meeting
2014.
2.
Wall of Remembrance will be discussed. Numerous members have
made enquiries regarding the Wall of
Remembrance which we hope to clarify.
3.
Five Year Plan to be be revised.
4.
Church Elder elections: Marja Wybrow
and Eckard Köhne's terms have come
to an end. Neither are standing for reelection. Please submit your nominations for new church elders by no later
than the 8th February 2015.

Due to professional duties, this lovely family has had to
move back to Pretoria, after joining us faithfully for the
last two and half years. We wish Hans, Heike & baby
Mila God’s blessings and hope to see them sometimes
visiting Cape Town and St. Thomas.
St. Thomas’ oldest member, Mrs. Vivian (Lynette’s
mother) turned 89 years old on 27 December. Pastor
Walter visited her on 26th. She is fine, but weak and
needs our prayers.

Pastor & Lidia on holiday
Pastor Walter and Lídia are on leave in Brazil from
29 December to 21 January, where their youngest son
Paulo will graduate as Musician and Conductor on
17th January. Reading Services will be held on the first
two Sundays in January (4th & 11th). Pastor Klaus,
from St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Congregation, Pretoria,
is coming to Cape Town to lead the service on 18th
January. Holy Communion will be celebrated as well.
The Calendar and the Address Booklet are available at the
church.
Free
donations
are
welcome.
The autumn leaves of the cover remember us that everything passes away in this life and that “we are looking for
the city that is to come”. Thank you, Maike, for helping us
to prepare the cover of the Calendar 2015 and also for
formatting the Duty Roster.

The Duty Roster is ready till end of April. (see later
in this issue). We are awaiting the election of new
Elders before preparing the Duty Roster for the
rest of this year.
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Christmas Events
Senior’s Party
After the Service
and the Christmas
Play, a brunch
was served. The
seniors had a special table for them
and all received a
gift prepared by
the
W om e n ’s
Guild. A small bazaar was set up
outside and all
enjoyed a good fellowship.
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Christmas Nativity Play
The Sunday School children presented a message on Sunday 7 December about the Tale of
the Three Trees, showing that we can have
our plans and dreams, but God’s plan is always better than ours, even if we sometime
don’t understand His ways. Jesus is always in
the centre of our lives and of our plans.
(Read the story on page 5)

Christmas Events (contd)
Advent Evening
20 people came together at
the parsonage on Wednesday
17 December for an Advent
devotion and fellowship.
“How good and pleasant it is
when brothers and sisters
live together in unity!”
(Psalm 133:1).

Santa’s Shoeboxes to
Congolese
After our service, some of us visited the Congolese
Mission in Joe Slovo. 15 shoe boxes with sweets,
stationary and small gifts were forwarded to the
children. For most of them, this is the only Christmas gift they receive. Pastor led a short devotion
and we sang some Christmas hymns.

Christmas Eve 24th December
A candlelight Service was held and the
Christmas Story was presented “through the
eyes of Mary”. We followed Mary’s foot prints
from the Conception to the Ascension. New
altar cloths shared the Christmas message.
On Christmas Day we had our regular Christmas Service. Several visitors from far and
from near attended both services.
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The Three Trees
Once upon a mountain top, three little trees stood
and dreamed of what they wanted to become when
they grew up.
The first little tree looked up at the stars and said:
"I want to hold treasure. I want to be covered with
gold and filled with precious stones. I'll be the most
beautiful treasure chest in the world!"
The second little tree looked out at the small
stream trickling by on its way to the ocean. "I want
to be traveling mighty waters and carrying powerful
kings. I'll be the strongest ship in the world!
The third little tree looked down into the valley
below where busy men and women worked in a
busy town. I don't want to
leave the mountain top at all.
I want to grow so tall that
when people stop to look at
me they'll raise their eyes to
heaven and think of God. I
will be the tallest tree in the
world.
Years passed. The rain
came, the sun shone and the
little trees grew tall. One day
three wood cutters climbed
the mountain.
The first wood cutter looked at the first tree and
said, "This tree is beautiful. It is perfect for me."
With a swoop of his shining ax, the first tree fell.
"Now I shall make a beautiful chest, I shall hold wonderful treasure!" the first tree said.
The second wood cutter looked at the second
tree and said, "This tree is strong. It's perfect for
me." With a swoop of his shining ax, the second tree
fell. "Now I shall sail mighty waters!" thought the
second tree. "I shall be a strong ship for mighty
kings!"
The third tree felt her heart sink when the last
wood cutter looked her way. She stood straight and
tall and pointed bravely to heaven. But the wood
cutter never even looked up. "Any kind of tree will
do for me." He muttered. With a swoop of his shining ax, the third tree fell.
The first tree rejoiced when the wood cutter
brought her to a carpenter's shop. But the carpenter
fashioned the tree into a feed box for animals. The
once beautiful tree was not covered with gold, or
treasure. She was coated with saw dust and filled
with hay for hungry farm animals.
The second tree smiled when the wood cutter
took her to a shipyard, but no mighty sailing ship

was made that day. Instead the once strong tree was
hammered and awed into a simple fishing boat. She
was too small and too weak to sail to an ocean, or
even a river, instead she was taken to a little lake.
The third tree was confused when the wood
cutter cut her into strong beams and left her in a
lumberyard. "What happened?" The once tall tree
wondered. "All I ever wanted was to stay on the
mountain top and point to God..."
Many days and nights passed. The three trees
nearly forgot their dreams.
But one night, golden starlight poured over the
first tree as a young woman placed her new-born
baby in the feed box. "I
wish I could make a cradle
for him," her husband whispered.
The
mother
squeezed his hand and
smiled as the starlight
shone on the smooth and
sturdy wood. "This manger
is beautiful," she said. And
suddenly the first tree knew
he was holding the greatest
treasure in the world.
One evening a tired traveller and his friends crowded into the old fishing boat.
The traveller fell asleep as the second tree quietly
sailed out into the lake. Soon a thundering and a
thrashing storm arose. The little tree shuddered. She
knew she did not have the strength to carry so many
passengers safely through the wind and the rain. The
tired man awoke. He stood up, stretched out his
hand, and said, "Peace." The storm stopped as quickly as it had begun. And suddenly the second tree
knew he was carrying the king of heaven and earth.
One Friday morning, the third tree was startled
when her beams were yanked from the forgotten
wood pile. She flinched as she was carried through
an angry jeering crowd. She shuddered when soldiers nailed a man's hand to her. She felt ugly and
harsh and cruel… But on Sunday morning, when the
sun rose and the earth trembled with joy beneath
her, the third tree knew that God's love had changed
everything. It had made the third tree strong. And
every time people thought of the third tree, they
would think of God. That was better than being the
tallest tree in the world.
The next time you feel down because you didn't
get what you wanted, sit tight and be happy because
5 God is thinking of something better to give you.
- Author unknown
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Bible readings...

We are beginning the last year of the
eight-year plan of Bible Readings.
Do some of you follow this sequence? If
you do, please let Pastor Walter know.
1-Jan Psalms 8
2-Jan Genesis 1,1-13
3-Jan Genesis 1,14-23
4-Jan Genesis 1,24-2,4a
5-Jan Psalms 33
6-Jan Psalms 72
7-Jan Genesis 2,4b-17
8-Jan Genesis 2,18-25
9-Jan Genesis 3,1-13
10-Jan Genesis 3,14-24
11-Jan Genesis 4,1-16

FEBRUARY

BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY
01
05
07
12
13
15
18
21
24
25
30

– Craig Martin
- Anita Willis
- Elke Crouch & Jason van Dijk
– Mavis Hellyer
- Maxine Brooks
- Kyle Bohmer
- Yvonne Hillerman
- Denise Kontsidis
– Luke Eerik Dini
- Lisa van Dijk
- Myrna Skibbe

03 – David Cairncross
05 – Lionel Hillermann &
Naomi Hillermann
07 – Hans Schreiber
16 - Louie Eggers
19 - Lee Laspe & Jackie Karshagen
24 – Oscar Horstmann
25 - Brigitte Böhmer
28 – Aileene Isabella Avenant

Baptism Anniversary
01 – Kyle Boehmer
13 – Lisa van Dijk
20 – Elke Crouch

Baptism Anniversary
29 – Michelle Hohls &
Yvonne Hillermann

Wedding
Anniversary

5-Feb Romans 6,12-23
6-Feb Romans 7,1-6
7-Feb Romans 7,7-13
8-Feb Romans 7,14-25
9-Feb Psalms 63
10-Feb Romans 8,1-11
11-Feb Romans 8,12-17
12-Feb Romans 8,18-25
13-Feb Romans 8,26-30
14-Feb Romans 8,31-39
15-Feb Romans 9,1-5
16-Feb Psalms 60
17-Feb Romans 9,6-13
18-Feb Romans 9,14-29
19-Feb Romans 9,30-10,4
20-Feb Romans 10,5-13
21-Feb Romans 10,14-21
22-Feb Romans 11,1-10
23-Feb Psalms 61
24-Feb Romans 11,11-16
25-Feb Romans 11,17-24
26-Feb Romans 11,25-36
27-Feb 1 Samuel 1,1-20
28-Feb 1 Samuel 1,21-28

12-Jan Psalms 71
13-Jan Genesis 6,5-22
14-Jan Genesis 7,11-24
15-Jan Genesis 8,1-12
16-Jan Genesis 8,13-22
17-Jan Genesis 9,1-17
18-Jan Genesis 11,1-9
19-Jan Psalms 107,1-22
20-Jan Romans 1,1-7
21-Jan Romans 1,8-17
22-Jan Romans 1,18-32
23-Jan Romans 2,1-16
24-Jan Romans 2,17-29
25-Jan Romans 3,1-20
26-Jan Psalms 107,23-43
27-Jan Romans 3,21-26
28-Jan Romans 3,27-31
29-Jan Romans 4,1-12
30-Jan Romans 4,13-25
31-Jan Romans 5,1-5
1-Feb Romans 5,6-11
2-Feb Psalms 30
3-Feb Romans 5,12-21
4-Feb Romans 6,1-11

04.01.2003 – Ian & Elke Crouch
08.01.1983 – Lionel & Naomi Hillermann
13.01.1973 – Pastor Walter & Lídia Winterle
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05.02.2005
12.02.1966
13.02.2010
17.02.2007
22.02.2009
24.02.1996

–
–
–
–
–
–

Shane & Erika Marriott-Watson
Fred & Minnie Halm
Eckard & Taryn Kohne
Hans & Heike Weinert
Jason & Lisa van Dijk
Heindry & Juanita Peyper

Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession)

St. Thomas Congregation

Church
27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead
Parsonage:
10 Van Gogh Street
Panorama 7500

✉

Street Address or
P.O. Box 12255
N1-City 7463

Divine Service
Every Sunday at 9.30am
Sunday School
Holy Communion

Church Councillors
Eckard Köhne
021-4331116
074 159 5538
Marja Wybrow
021-5571328
082 6255 629
Shawn Johnston 021-5591069
083 325 9965
Paul Böhmer
086 5028872
082 3807590
Shane Swiegers 082 4603605
021-9390486

Women’s Guild Chairlady
Michelle Hohls
021-5519820
082-6911568

Pastor
Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle

Sunday School
Brigitte Böhmer

081 482 1018
E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br

Banking Details
ABSA (Parow 502 110)
Account Name: St Thomas
Acc Number: 404 1515 600

☎ 021-9303734
Treasurer
Paul Böhmer

082 3222356

www.st-thomas.org.za
PURPOSE STATEMENT
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment,
where
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation)
love for one another is exercised (care)
loving others is practised (outreach)
Loved by God.
7 Loving others.
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CHURCH
COUNCILLOR
SCHOOL

SUNDAY

M. Halm &
P.Boehmer

E. Kohne & L.Eggers: Ex. 20:1–17 Psalm 19 1 M. HillerP.Bohmer (U) Cor. 1:18–31 John 2:13–22 (23–25) mann

3rd Sunday
in Lent

01-Mar

08-Mar

29-Mar

22-Mar

15-Mar

M. Skybbe & H.
Peyper

2nd Sunday
in Lent

M. Hellyer

F. Dini & M.
Wybrow
M. Hohls &
E. MarriottWatson

B.
E. Crouch &
Boehmer L. Swiegers
M. Hellyer
&
J. Peyper J. Karshagen

L. Winterle

Evening
Service at
(No C & T) 07:00pm

4th Sunday
in Lent

J.Peyper &
S. Johnston & R.Hillermann: Num. 21:4–9 Psalm
S.Swiegers
S.Swiegers (U) 107: 1–9 Eph. 2:1–10 John 3:14–21 C. Johnston
F. Dini
P.Bohmer & C.Sandmann: Jer. 31:31–34 Psalm
5th Sunday
M. Wybrow 119:9–16 Heb. 5:1–10 Mark 10:(32
T. Koehne &
in Lent
(U)
–34) 35–45
E. Crouch A. Willis & G.Meier M. Holhs C. Johnston
E.Johnston: Zech. 9:9–12 Psalm
Y. Hiller&
Wybrow
M.
S. Swiegers & 118:19–29 Phil. 2:5–11 Mark 11:1L. Swieg- mann & B.
S.Johnston
Palm Sunday E. Kohne (U)
19
Z. Dettlefs
ers
Boehmer

E. du Toit &
E.Kohne

S. Swiegers & H.Peyper: Gen. 22:1–18 Psalm 25:
J.
E. Kohne (U) 1–10 James 1:12–18 Mark 1:9–15 Karshagen
E.Johnston: Gen. 17:1–7, 15–16
M.Wybrow & Psalm 22:23–31 Rom. 5:1–11 Mark
B.
S.Johnston (U)
8:27–38
Boehmer

1st Sunday
in Lent

22-Feb

E.Kohne &
C.Martin: 2 Kings 2:1–12 Psalm
M. Wybrow &
S. Johnston 50:1–6 2 Cor. 3:12–13 (14–18); 4:1
G.Meier
(U)
–6 Mark 9:2–9
Z. Dettlefs
I. Rewitkzy/ F. Dini
S.Johnston & I.Rewitzky: Joel 2:12–19 Psalm
5:20b—
2
(14–19)
51:1–13
Cor.
&
M.Wybrow
6:10 Matt. 6:1–6, 16–21
S.Johnston
(U)
(No SS)

L. Wilson &
L. Winterle
B. Boehmer
& N.
Hillermann
C Johnston
&
C. JohnY. Hillerston
mann

D.Skibbe: Deut. 18:15–20 Psalm C. Johnston
J.Peyper & H.Peyper L. Wilson
111 1 Cor. 8:1–13 Mark 1:21–28
M.Wybrow: Is. 40:21–31 Psalm
A. Willis &
147:1–11 1 Cor. 9:16–27 Mark
E. Crouch
M.
P.Bohmer
1:29–39
Deetlefs

READER & READINGS

Ash Wednesday

The Transfiguration of Our
Lord

4th Sunday
the S.Swiegers &
after
Epiphany
E.Kohne (U)
5th Sunday
after
M.Wybrow &
the Epiphany P.Bohmer (U)

SUNDAY

18-Feb

15-Feb

08-Feb

01-Feb

DATE

ALTAR DUTY &
RESERVING
FLOWERS TEA DUTY MARKS
THE LORD'S SUPPER

St. Thomas Congregation (Lutheran Confession) DUTY ROSTER February-March 2015 Service Times: Every Sunday at 9:30 (with Holy
Communion) / U=Usher

