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27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead   •  Parsonage : (021) 930-3734   •  www.st-thomas.org.za 

 
SHARING THE GOOD 

NEWS: RECONCILIATION 
 

After the shepherds saw babe 

Jesus in the manger, accord-
ing to the words of the angel, 
they “returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had 

been told” (Luke 2:21).  
 

It’s time to praise God for the 
wonderful gift of Christmas 
again! Advent is a very special 

season in the church calendar, 
with Christmas Play rehearsals 
for children and choir, with 

lots of preparations for the 
Christmas bazaar, for  
Christmas Brunch and the 

Seniors Party; and finally the 
Candlelight Service on  
Christmas Eve and the  

Christmas Day Service. It’s 
also a very busy time for  
everyone, buying gifts for 

family and friends, cleaning 
and decorating the home for 
Christmas, and waiting for 

family and relatives who come 
for the holidays. 
 

 

In the midst of all this, let us 
take time to stop for a while 

and to visit the manger with 
awe. Babe Jesus is not only the 
reason for all these celebra-

tions and happiness; He is the 
reason for our reconciliation 
with God! He is the Em-

manuel=God with us, who 
came with a specific goal: To 
pay for our sins on the cross 

and to open the gate of heaven 
to all through His resurrection! 
Can you imagine someone liv-

ing 33 years of His life knowing 
that He would have a terrible 
death on a cross? This is Jesus! 

And even so, He lived a life of 
love to all, helping everyone in 
their needs and preaching love 

and reconciliation always. 
 

It’s time to rejoice and to 
praise God. It’s also time for 
love and reconciliation with 

God and with our fellows. Don’t 
pass through Christmas angry 

with someone. Make peace.  
Enter the new year through the 
manger of the Prince of Peace 

on Christmas and begin a new 
life, walking with Christ every 
day of 2016. 

 
Pastor Walter 
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Watchword 2015 
“For here we do not 

have an enduring 
city, but we are 

looking for the city 
that is to come.”  
- Hebrews 13:14 

2 Congregational News 



2 

 

 

Page 2 

 

Baptisms: 

God bless little Isla and Juno and their families. 

 

Braai: 

The braai was successful! Around 60 people stayed for the braai. The  

income was R 2,850.00. – Due to the heavy rain, it was not possible to 

braai at the church. So, Shawn braaied at his house, with the help of 

Wesley and Errin, and when it was ready, they brought it to the church. 

Some ladies prepared delicious salads. And Natalie Cairncross brought 

cakes for dessert. A perfect braai and a great fellowship! 

Congregational News 

Isla Hope Hillermann  

was born on 9th September to 
Rolf and Sarah Hillermann  

and was baptized on  
25th October, Reformation  

Sunday.  
Many friends and relatives were 

at the Service, rejoicing with 
the little one and her parents.  

 
Juno Cairncross was born to David and 

Natalie Cairncross on  
13th August and was baptized on  

1st November, All Saints Day.  
25 people from the family/friends 

came to the Service and stayed for the 
braai.  



3 

 

 

Page 3 

In Memoriam 

Denise Kontsidis passed away on  
16th October and the Memorial Ser-
vice was at St. Thomas on 23rd.  
Denise was born on 21 January 
1955 in Cape Town to Charlie and 
Wilhelmina Braxton. Denise and 
Steven married on 21 January l974 
at the Lutheran Church in Cape 
Town. She leaves behind 2 children, 
Vasillies and Andonia and 5 grand-
children: Aaron, Mikayla, Dimitri, 
Liah and Keira. David Skibbe pre-
sented the Tributes to Denise, as 
follow: “We are gathered here today 
to share and acknowledge the love 
and joy of the life of Denise and the 
shock and pain of her sudden pass-
ing. 
 
Denise was very well known, espe-
cially in Edgemead. She was the 
type of person who would chat to 
anyone, anywhere. Denise was 
never bored. She was always busy- 
always busy with some charity or 
other to help the less fortunate. 
Here at our church, it was Denise 
who started the Luther’s Loot  

project which collects food and 
clothing to the needy, now given to 
our Congolese brothers and sisters 
in Joe Slovo Park. Denise was a 
loving supportive and unselfish 
woman. 
She seemed to have different 
groups of friends: there were her 
old school friends, her Tuesday 
card girls, the N1 city girls, the 
trivial girls; there were probably 
more- apologies if I left any of the 
"girls" out.  Shopping with Denise 
could take a while as she knew 
everyone and chatted to each per-
son as she made her way through 
the shopping centre.  
 
Denise loved her family dearly and 
it was so beautiful so see the spe-
cial bond she had with each of her 
grandchildren. She had planned to 
do her Christmas shopping for the 
grandchildren the day before she 
passed but had to cancel as she 
was feeling poorly. 
 
Denise had a keen sense of hu-
mour and never beat about the 
bush. She loved to party and dance 
and after breaking her hip and her 
leg joked that she was pole danc-
ing because she used one of the 
balcony poles to help her balance 
while she danced! 
 
A quote from Oprah sums Denise 
up as a friend: Everyone will want 
to ride with you in the limo, but 
Denise is the type of friend who 
would ride with you in the bus 
when the limo broke down!” 
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STEWARDSHIP: We preach on Stewardship once a month since 

June this year. Read below the Eight Biblical Stewardship Principles 
(prepared by our sister church LCMS) that gave the guidelines for the 
theme. The goal was to grow our awareness about our role as God’s 
stewards to offer with gladness to God what we are, what we are able 
to do, and what we have. This Principles will guide also our Brain-
storming Meeting on 22nd November after the Thanksgiving Service, as 
widely announce at the E-Bulletin.   
 
 
BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES 
 

I - GOD'S STEWARDS ARE GOD'S STEWARDS. God's stewards are 
stewards by virtue of creation and their re-creation in Holy Baptism; 
therefore, they belong to the Lord.   
   

II. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE MANAGERS, NOT OWNERS. God's stewards 
have been entrusted by God with life and life's resources and given 
the privilege of responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him.       
                

III. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE SAINTS AND SINNERS. God's stewards re-
joice in and live out what God has declared them to be through the 
cross. At the same time His stewards recognize they are sinners who 
fight sin and its consequences each day.        
 

IV. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE UNIQUELY SINGULAR, YET PROFOUNDLY 
PLURAL. God's stewards recognize that their lives are not solo per-
formances but are personal responses to God, lived out within the 
community of faith to benefit the whole world.        
 

V. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE IN THE WORLD, BUT NOT OF THE WORLD. 
God's stewards recognize that the Lord sets them apart from the world 
and by the transforming power of the Gospel sends them into the 
world to live out the Gospel.    

 

VI. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE LOVED AND LOVING. God's stewards rec-
ognize that their stewardship flows out of God's act of love for them in 
Christ which empowers then, in turn, to love others in acts of Christ-

like love.                                                                                  
 

VII. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE SERVED AND SERVING. God's stewards 
recognize that their stewardship involves a Gospel-powered style of 
life which is demonstrated in servanthood within all the arenas of life.                                                                                                         

 

VIII. GOD'S STEWARDS LIVE WITH AN AWARENESS OF THE PRESENT 
AND FUTURE, OF TIME AND ETERNITY. God's stewards live intention-
ally in the light of God's eternal purpose while being firmly commit-
ted to His rule in the here and now. 
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ST. THOMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE: 
22 November: Thanksgiving Service + Brainstorming 
28 November: Mini Christmas Bazaar (from 10:00am to noon) 
29 November: 1st Sunday in Advent 
05 December (Saturday): Christmas Play Rehearsal  
06 December: Christmas Play + Brunch + Seniors Party 
13 December: 3rd Sunday in Advent 
16 December (Wednesday): 7:00pm: Advent Evening at the  

     Parsonage 
20 December: 4th Sunday in Advent 
24 December (Thursday): 6:00pm: Candlelight Service 
25 December (Friday): Christmas Service 
27 December: 1st Sunday after Christmas 
01 January (Friday): No Service. 
03 January: 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

WATCHWORD 2016 AND NEW PREACHING 

PLAN 
 

The new watchword will be: “For everything that was 

written in the past was written to teach us, so that 

through endurance and the encouragement of the  

Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4). 

 This Watchword is related to the new Preaching Plan: 

The Sermons will be on Bible Stories of the New  

Testament, following the Church Year. We are following 

the Three-Year Series (A,B,C) and we have preached on 

the Gospels, on the Epistles and on the Old Testament 

readings. Pastor did an adaptation of the readings,  

following the events of Jesus’ life.   
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LADIES GUILD FUNDRAISING 
 

Margrit wrote: 
Dear Ladies and Gents,  

First of all I would like to thank the men that served us with a SUPER 
BRAAI on Sunday 1st November and the ladies of course as always, 
DELICIOUS SALADS, and the “jummy” CHOCOLATE CAKE for desert 
from Natalie!  Everything was PERFECT….THANK YOU ALL!!!  With an 
excellent A-TEAM EFFORT, we made so far R10,234.00 (braai included) 
for our Kitchen.!!! 
As promised, here are the 4 quotations for the Kitchen : (excludes 
stove, sink + flooring)  
 
     1.  The Wood Café  -  Kitchen cupboards + Rustenburg Granite     
          Tops - R75 000.00  
     2.  Brad”s Cupboards + Flooring (P) Ltd  - R73 806.90  
     3.  Precision Manufacturing WC  - R43 943.00  
     4.  Ekhaya Interiors - R35 500.00  
    
The third quote was a reference from a friend of mine and mentioned 
that their quality work was top class!    
Our CHRISTMAS BAZAAR will be held on Saturday the 28th Novem-
ber from 10:00am to noon. ANY handicraft, bakery, clothing or pot 
plants are most welcome and THANK YOU for those who are already 
busy with preparations!! – You are welcome to help to set up the ba-
zaar at 9:00am.    
 It will be MUCH APPRECIATED if everyone could promote the event at 
your work or with family and friends with pamphlets that will be  
provided. 

NEW BENCHES FOR THE CHURCH 
We need more benches for the church courtyard. We notice that people 

like to sit for coffee and tea and we want to have four more benches 

(without a back rest). We have a quotation of R 1,850.00 each. If you 

are willing to donate one, contact the Elders or the pastor. Or just de-

posit your donation in St. Thomas bank account with the note 

“benches”.  
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Friends . . . 

One day a teacher asked her students to list the names of the other students 

in the room on two sheets of paper, leaving a space between each name. 

 

Then she told them to think of the nicest thing they could say about each of 

their classmates and write it down. 

 

It took the remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, and as 

the students left the room, each one handed in the papers. 

 

That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on a sepa-

rate sheet of paper, and listed what everyone else had said about that indi-

vidual. 

 

On Monday she gave each student his or her list. Before long, the entire 

class was smiling. 'Really?' she heard whispered. 'I never knew that I meant 

anything to anyone!' and, 'I didn't know others liked me so much,' were 

most of the comments. 

 

No one ever mentioned those papers in class again. She never knew if they 

discussed them after class or with their parents, but it didn't matter. The ex-

ercise had accomplished its purpose. The students were happy with them-

selves and one another. That group of students moved on. 

 

Several years later, one of the students was killed in 

Vietnam and his teacher attended the funeral of that special student. She had 

never seen a serviceman in a military coffin before. He looked so handsome, 

so mature. 
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The church was packed with his friends. One by one those who loved him 

took a last walk by the coffin. The teacher was the last one to bless the 

coffin. 

 

As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer came up to 

her. 'Were you Mark's math teacher?' he asked. She nodded: 'yes.' Then he 

said: 'Mark talked about you a lot.' 

 

After the funeral, most of Mark's former classmates went together to a 

luncheon. Mark's mother and father were there, obviously waiting to 

speak with his teacher. 

 

'We want to show you something,' his father said, taking a wallet out of 

his pocket 'They found this on Mark when he was killed. We thought you 

might recognize it.' 

 

Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn pieces of notebook 

paper that had obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times. The 

teacher knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which she 

had listed all the good things each of Mark's classmates had said about 

him. 

 

'Thank you so much for doing that,' Mark's mother said. 'As you can see, 

Mark treasured it.' 

 

All of Mark's former classmates started to gather around. Charlie smiled 

rather sheepishly and said, 'I still have my list. It's in the top drawer of my 

desk at home.' 
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Chuck's wife said, 'Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding album.' 

 

'I have mine too,' Marilyn said. 'It's in my diary' 

 

Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, took out her 

wallet and showed her worn and frazzled list to the group. 'I carry this 

with me at all times,' Vicki said and without batting an eyelash, she con-

tinued: 'I think we all saved our lists' 

 

That's when the teacher finally sat down and cried. She cried for Mark 

and for all his friends who would never see him again. 

 

The density of people in society is so thick that we forget that life will end 

one day. And we don't know when that one day will be. 

 

So please, tell the people you love and care for, that they are special and 

important. Tell them, before it is too late. 

 

(Sent by Rev. Robert Rahn, USA) 



10 

 

 

Page 10 

11 - Glynis Rewitzky 

13 - Dennis Rewitzky 
20 - Christy Johnson 

22 - Matthew Crouch 

 
 

 
 

Baptism Anniversary 

12 – Jenny Rewitzky &  
     -  Gitta Schreiber                                                                                                                               

15 – Zenka Deetlefs                                                                                                                                                              
25 – Deon Deetlefs 

3   - Graham Lear &  

     - Taylor Marriott-Watson 
5   - Peter Reinstorf 

6   - Bob Laspe 
8   - Carin Bohmann 

9   - Michelle Hohls 
27 - Vivian Louw 

31 - Marja Wybrow 

Baptism Anniversary 
06 – Dennis Rewitzky                                                                                                                                                                

11 – Mine Halm                                                                                                                                                                

16 – Matthew Crouch &  

     - Taylor Marriot-Watson                                                                                                                    

21 – Dalene Potgieter 
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05.11.2011 – Rolf & Sarah Hillermann 

17.11.2000 – Shawn & Christy Johnston 

19.11.2011 – Louie & Robbi Eggers 

This is the last of an eight year Bible  

Reading Plan. As I know, Fred Halm has 

been following these readings faithfully 

during the last eight years. Is someone else 

following them too? Let me know.  

Pastor Walter 

 

1-Nov Job 8,1-22  

2-Nov Psalms 19  

3-Nov Job 9,1-35  

4-Nov Job 11,1-20  

5-Nov Job 12,1-25  

6-Nov Job 14,1-22  

7-Nov Job 28,1-28  

8-Nov Job 31,1-40  

9-Nov Psalms 115  

10-Nov Job 32,1-22  

11-Nov Job 35,1-16  

12-Nov Job 38,1-11;40,1-5  

13-Nov Job 40,6-41,3;42,1-6  

14-Nov Job 42,7-9  

15-Nov Job 42,10-17  

16-Nov Psalms 22,23-32  

17-Nov Nahum 1,1-14  

18-Nov Nahum 2,1-14  

19-Nov Obadiah 1-21  

20-Nov Matthew 24,1-14  

21-Nov Matthew 24,15-28  

22-Nov Matthew 24,29-31  

23-Nov Psalms 126  

24-Nov Matthew 24,32-44  

25-Nov Matthew 24,45-51  

26-Nov Matthew 25,1-13  

27-Nov Matthew 25,14-30  

28-Nov Matthew 25,31-46  

29-Nov Isaiah 40,1-11  

30-Nov Psalms 117  

1-Dec Isaiah 40,12-26  

2-Dec Isaiah 40,27-31  

3-Dec Isaiah 41,1-7  

4-Dec Isaiah 41,8-14  

5-Dec Isaiah 42,1-9  

6-Dec Isaiah 43,1-7  

7-Dec Psalms 80  

8-Dec Isaiah 43,8-13  

9-Dec Isaiah 43,14-21  

10-Dec Isaiah 43,22-28  

11-Dec Isaiah 44,1-8  

12-Dec Isaiah 44,21-28  

13-Dec Isaiah 45,1-8  

14-Dec Psalms 85  

15-Dec Isaiah 45,9-17  

16-Dec Isaiah 45,18-25  

17-Dec Isaiah 49,1-6  

18-Dec Isaiah 49,7-13  

19-Dec Isaiah 49,14-26  

20-Dec Isaiah 50,4-11  

21-Dec Psalms 74  

22-Dec Isaiah 51,1-8  

23-Dec Isaiah 51,9-16  

24-Dec Isaiah 52,7-12  

25-Dec Luke 1,46-55  

26-Dec Luke 2,29-32  

27-Dec Isaiah 52,13-53,3  

28-Dec Psalms 40  

29-Dec Isaiah 53,4-12  

30-Dec Isaiah 54,1-10  

31-Dec Isaiah 55,6-11  

Bible readings... 

15.12.1979 – August & Michelle Hohls 

16.12.2009 – Brigitte & Mathew Glass 
17.12.1993 – Deon & Margrit Deetlefs 

21.12.1979 – Keith & Lorraine Lunow  
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Church 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead 

 

Parsonage: 

10 Van Gogh Street 

Panorama 7500 

✉  Street Address or 

     P.O. Box 12255 

     N1-City 7463 

 
Divine Service 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

 Sunday School 

 Holy Communion 

 
Pastor 

Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle 

☎ 021-9303734 

       081 482 1018  

E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 

Church Councillors 

Shawn Johnston 021 5591069 

   083 3259965 

Heindry Peyper 081 0394013 

   021 4243949 

Ingrid Rewitzky  082 5809577 

Shane Swiegers 082 4603605 

   021 9390486 
 

Women’s Guild Chairlady 

Margrit Deetlefs 081 2824777 

   021 9133529 
 

Sunday School 

Brigitte Böhmer  082 3222356  

 
Banking Details 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  

Account Name: St Thomas 

Acc Number:  404 1515 600  

 
Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

St. Thomas Congregation 

www.st-thomas.org.za 

 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment, 

 where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 

love for one another is exercised (care) 
loving others is practised (outreach) 

Loved by God. Loving others. 
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