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6 Do you believe in Easter 
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E aster will have a special 
taste for me this year. After 
eight years in Africa, this is 

the first time my wife and I will 
spend Easter with our children in 
Brazil again. 
But not just this: Our granddaugh-
ter Júlia was born on 26 March 
and will be baptized on Easter 
Sunday. This is a very special 
event because Easter is close re-
lated to Baptism. Paul wrote to 
the Romans 6:4:”We were buried 
with Christ through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.”  
Our Baptism links us with the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 
When He died, our sins were up-
on Him and He died for us. When 
He was buried, we were buried 
with Him and all our sins were 
buried too. When He rose again, 
we rose again with Him for a new 
life, without sin! 
Easter is celebrated every day 
when we pray the Lord’s Prayer 
and our sins are forgiven by faith 
in Jesus. We live a life of for-

giveness and hope! 
Therefore the Sundays are not 
counted on the 40 days of Lent. 
Every Sunday is an Easter celebra-
tion! There are 40 days from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter, plus the six 
Sundays in Lent (not of Lent), plus 
Easter Sunday. The Lent prepara-
tion doesn’t take us to Golgotha 
only, but takes us to the empty 
tomb. 
Read the article at the end of this 
Newsletter, “Do you believe in 
Easter?” It will help you to under-
stand how important Easter is for 
our daily life and for our hope in 
the Eternal Life.  
Do you remember the date of your 
Baptism? I like to send a brief mes-
sage to my children on their Bap-
tismal Anniversary, remembering 
them the love of God and the Cov-
enant God made with each of 
them in their baptism.  
HAPPY EASTER, because you are a 

baptised child of God and believe 

in Jesus, the Living One!  

Pastor Walter Winterle 
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We have been extremely busy 
making some necessary building 
alterations in preparations for the 
FELSISA Convention later this year. 
 
The school rooms #1 and #2 were 
connected by building a double 
door between them. This is neces-
sary as our Sunday School children 
are growing in size & in number 
and the Sunday School classes  are 
no longer big enough. 
 
The step to the Altar has also been 
extended to both sides to allow 
people to come to the Holy Com-
munion and kneel more comforta-
bly on the cushions. The carpet of 
the altar area will be changed as 
well.  

We’re making some changes…! 

Congregational News 

Erica du Toit has been our faithful or-
ganist for the last 20 years. We thank 
our God that some new organists are 
beginning to play as well, offering their 
gifts in praise to the Lord, and giving 
some release to Erica. 
 
Julie Avenant is now playing every sec-
ond month; Kevin Meier began on the 
first Sunday in March; while Brigitte 
Boehmer (Paul’s sister) is willing to help 
as well sometimes.  Yvonne Hillermann 
helps with her flute, guitar and even 
with the organ (one hand only). Gun-
ther, Margrit & Heike accompany the 
organ and choir on festival days with 
the recorder. 
 
Our Choir had 20 singers for Christmas 
and we hope to have even more singers 
for Palm Sunday and Easter! 
 
There are congregation members who 
play the trumpet and other wind instru-
ments, so we encourage you to join this 
musical group!  Those children who like 
music are also encouraged (with their 
parents permission!) to study music 
and perhaps be a future organist at the 
church.  
 
Martin Luther said:  “Music makes people 
kinder, gentler, more staid and reasonable. I 
am strongly persuaded that after Theology 
there is no art that can be placed on a level 

with music; for besides Theology music is the 

only art capable of affording peace and joy of 

the heart……the devil flees before the sound 

of music almost as  much as before the Word 

of God.”   

St. Thomas musicians 

Social Event 
 
The next social event has been 
booked by the Elders for Saturday 
31 May, when Sharks and Storms 
rugby game takes place.  
 
Diarise this date now and look out 
for further details!  
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From Ash Wednesday to Easter, special readings on 
the Suffering and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ have 
been read at the Services. The sequence of reading is 
from the Gospel of Matthew (one reading is from 
Luke and another from John). Last year we read from 
the Gospel of John. This helps us to follow the steps 
Jesus walked to the cross on our behalf till His glori-
ous resurrection. If you miss a Service, follow the se-
quence of reading at home: 
 
Ash Wednesday:   Luke 13:31-35; 18:31-34; 

     John 2:18-22 - Jesus predicts His Death                                                                                         

1st Sunday in Lent:   Matthew 26:1-5; 14-16 – The Plot against Jesus.                             

2nd Sunday in Lent:  Matthew 26:17-35 – The Last Supper                                                     

3rd Sunday in Lent:  Matthew 26:36-56 – Gethsemane                                                                 

4th Sunday in Lent:  Matthew 26:57-75 - Before the Sanhedrin; 

          Peter disowns Jesus.                                                                                                         

5th Sunday in Lent:  Matthew 27:1-2; 11-31 -Jesus before Pilate. 

Palm Sunday:   Matthew 21:1-11                                                                        

Lent services 

As Pastor Walter will be in Brazil from 14 April (Monday after Palm Sunday) 

to 5 May (holiday & General Convention of the Brazilian Lutheran Church – 

IELB), Pastor Karl Boehmer will lead the Services. He will stay at the par-

sonage and can be reached at the parsonage phone: 021 9303734. 

The schedule of Holy Week services are as follows- 

Maundy Thursday  17 April, 07:00pm                                                              

Good Friday    18 April, 09:30am                                                                   

Easter Sunday   20 April, 09:30am + brunch after the Service.  

      Bring something to share & your beverage.                                                        

1st Sunday of Easter  27 April, 09:30am: Mission Festival                                      

2nd Sunday of Easter  4 May, 09:30am: Reading Service.  

Ps Karl Boehmer & Holy Week 
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Notes from the Treasurer  
 
A snapshot of our financial situation shows that we need to get proactive in 
making sure the congregation has sufficient resources to continue our work in 

God’s Kingdom! * 

*  Editor’s comments 
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01 - Caleb Potgieter & Ana Carolina Winterle 

08 - Martin Skibbe 

11 - Shane Swiegers & Sheldon Willemse 

13 - Erica du Toit 

15 – Rashele Kabiraba Musabika 

16 - Anton Potgieter 

17 - Errin Johnston, Teneal Karshagen & 

 Lynette Wilson 

19 – Nahan Natal Nunes 

21 - Quinton Aubrey, Brigitte Glass & Talana 

 Sandmann 

22 – Lea Sophia Winterle 

29 - Rolf Hillermann, Dickson von Muehlen 

30 - Juanita Peyper, Konrad Clifton, Kayla 

 Vincent & Peter Lucas 

Baptism Anniversary 

09 – Brigitte Boehmer                                                                                                                                                   

10 Louie Eggers                                                                                                                                                               

13 – Faith Dini                                                                                                                                                                      

17 – Luke Eerik Dini  

01 - Wesley Karshagen  

03 – Caroline Natal 

04 – Samantha Johannes 

08 - Fanie du Toit  

09 - Gillian Skibbe  

12 - Bryan Ravenscroft & Margrit Deetlefs  

13 - Nala Ndebele  

16 - Shane Marriott-Watson  

17 - Taryn Köhne  

18 – Leandre Johannes 

23 - Heike Weinert  

24 - Jürgen Hohls  

27 - Mandy Aubrey  

 

Baptism Anniversary 

01 – Aileene Avenant                                                                                                            

07 – Craig Martin                                                                                                               

10 – Samantha Johannes ; David Cairncross                                                                                       

12 – Lee Laspe                                                                                                                  

15 – Rolf Hillermann                                                                                                            

20 – Teneal Karshagen                                                                                                           

22 – Margrit Deetlefs                                                                                                           

26 – Mangaliso Ndebele                                                                                                          

28 – Taryn Koehne, Leander W. Johannes 
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Wedding 
Anniversary 

06.03.2010 - Fanie and Erica Du Toit 

26.03.1959 – Hans and Gitta Schreiber 

31.03.2009 – Julie and Wilem Avenant 

01.04.1975 – Carl and Annzel Runds 

03.04.2005 – Dumisani and Tilana Ndebele 
17.04.1982 – David and Myrna Skibbe 

Welcome Julia! 
 

Júlia Winterle von Muehlen 
arrived on Wednesday 26 
March at 18:01 (Brazilian 
time), 11:01pm (African time) 
in Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil to 
her parents Tatiana and Dick-
son, and her brother Hen-
rique, 5 years old. 
Congratulations to Tatiana 
and Dickson, and to Pastor 
Walter and Lidia on the birth 
of their youngest grandchild! 
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by Russel Kelfer  
 

E 
dith Burns was a wonderful Christian who 
lived in San Antonio, Texas . She was the 
patient of a doctor by the name of Will Phil-

lips. Dr. Phillips was a gentle doctor who saw pa-
tients as people. His favourite patient was Edith 
Burns. 
 
One morning he went to his office with a heavy 
heart and it was because of Edith Burns. When he 
walked into that waiting room, there sat Edith with 
her big black Bible in her lap earnestly talking to a 
young mother sitting beside her. 
 
Edith Burns had a habit of introducing herself in 
this way: "Hello, my name is Edith Burns. Do you 
believe in Easter?" Then she would explain the 
meaning of Easter, and many times people would 
be saved. 
 
Dr. Phillips walked into that office and there he 
saw the head nurse, Beverly . Beverly had first 
met Edith when she was taking her blood pres-
sure. 
 
Edith began by saying, “My name is Edith Burns. 
Do you believe in Easter?"  Beverly said, "Why yes 
I do." Edith said, "Well, what do you believe about 
Easter?" Beverly said, "Well, it's all about egg 
hunts, going to church, and dressing up." Edith 
kept pressing her about the real meaning of East-
er, and finally led her to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ.  Dr. Phillips said, " Beverly, don't call 
Edith into the office quite yet. I believe there is an-
other delivery taking place in the waiting room. 
 
After being called back in the doctor's office, Edith 
sat down and when she took a look at the doctor 
she said, "Dr. Will, why are you so sad? Are you 
reading your Bible? Are you praying?"  Dr. Phillips 
said gently, "Edith, I'm the doctor and you're the 
patient." With a heavy heart he said, "Your lab re-
port came back and it says you have cancer, and, 
Edith, you're not going to live very long." 
 
Edith said, "Why Will Phillips, shame on you. Why 
are you so sad? Do you think God makes mis-
takes? You have just told me I'm going to see my 
precious Lord Jesus, my husband, and my friends. 
You just have difficulty giving me my ticket!"  Dr. 
Phillips thought to himself, "What a magnificent 
woman this Edith Burns is!" 
 
Edith continued coming to Dr. Phillips. Christmas 
came and the office was closed through January 
3rd. On the day the office opened, Edith did not 
show up. Later that afternoon, Edith called Dr. 
Phillips and said she would have to be moving her 
story to the hospital and said, "Will, I'm very near 

home, so would you make sure that they put women in 
here next to me in my room that need to know about 
Easter." 
 
Well, they did just that and women began to come in 
and share that room with Edith. Many women were 
saved. Everybody on that floor from staff to patients 
were so excited about Edith, that they started calling 
her Edith Easter; that is everyone except Phyllis Cross, 
the head nurse.  Phyllis made it plain that she wanted 
nothing to do with Edith because she was a "religious 
nut". She had been a nurse in an army hospital. She 
had seen it all and heard it all. She was the original G.I. 
Jane. She had been married three times, she was 
hard, cold, and did everything by the book. 
 
One morning the two nurses who were to attend to 
Edith were sick. Edith had the flu and Phyllis Cross had 
to go in and give her a shot.  When she walked in, 
Edith had a big smile on her face and said, "Phyllis, 
God loves you and I love you, and I have been praying 
for you." Phyllis Cross said, "Well, you can quit praying 
for me, it won't  work.  I'm not interested."  Edith said, 
"Well, I will pray and I have asked God not to let me go 
home until you come into the family."  Phyllis Cross 
said, "Then you will never die because that will never 
happen," and curtly walked out of the room.  Every day 
Phyllis Cross would walk into the room and Edith would 
say, "God loves you Phyllis and I love you, and I'm 
praying for you." 
 
One day Phyllis Cross said she was literally drawn to 
Edith's room like a magnet would draw iron. She sat 
down on the bed and Edith said, "I'm so glad you have 
come, because God told me that today is your special 
day"  Phyllis Cross said, "Edith, you have asked every-
body here the question, "Do you believe in Easter but 
you have never asked me." 
Edith said, "Phyllis, I wanted too many times, but God 
told me to wait until you asked, and now that you have 

asked." Edith Burns took her Bible and shared with Phyllis 
Cross the Easter Story of the death, burial and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. Edith said, "Phyllis, do you be-
lieve in Easter? Do you believe that Jesus Christ is 
alive and that He wants to live in your heart?" 
 
Phyllis Cross said, "Oh, I want to believe that with all of 
my heart, and I do want Jesus in my life. Right there, 
Phyllis Cross prayed and invited Jesus Christ into her 
heart. For the first time Phyllis Cross did not walk out of 
a hospital room, she was carried out on the wings of 
angels. 
 
Two days later, Phyllis Cross came in and Edith said, 
"Do you know what day it is?" Phyllis Cross said, "Why 
Edith, it's Good Friday."  Edith said, "Oh, no, for you 
every day is Easter. Happy Easter, Phyllis!" 
 
Two days later, on Easter Sunday, Phyllis Cross came 
into work, did some of her duties and then went down 

Do you believe in Easter?   
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01-Mar John 13,21-30  
02-Mar John 13,31-35  
03-Mar Psalms 35,22-28  
04-Mar John 13,36-38  
05-Mar John 14,1-7  
06-Mar John 14,8-14  
07-Mar John 14,15-21  
08-Mar John 14,22-26  
09-Mar John 14,27-31  
10-Mar Psalms 57  
11-Mar John 15,1-8  
12-Mar John 15,9-17  
13-Mar John 15,18-25  
14-Mar John 15,26-16,4a  
15-Mar John 16,4b-11  

16-Mar John 16,12-15  
17-Mar Psalms 43  
18-Mar John 16,16-24  
19-Mar John 16,25-33  
20-Mar John 17,1-5  
21-Mar John 17,6-13  
22-Mar John 17,14-19  
23-Mar John 17,20-26  
24-Mar Psalms 55  
25-Mar John 18,1-11  
26-Mar John 18,12-27  
27-Mar John 18,28-40  
28-Mar John 19,1-16a  
29-Mar John 19,16b-30  
30-Mar John 19,31-42  
31-Mar John 20,1-10  
01-Apr John 20,11-18  
02-Apr John 20,19-23  
03-Apr John 20,24-31  
04-Apr John 21,1-14  
05-Apr John 21,15-19  
06-Apr John 21,20-25  
07-Apr Psalms 84  

08-Apr Ephesians 1,1-10  
09-Apr Ephesians 1,11-14  
10-Apr Ephesians 1,15-23  
11-Apr Ephesians 2,1-10  
12-Apr Ephesians 2,11-22  
13-Apr Ephesians 3,1-13  
14-Apr Psalms 87  
15-Apr Ephesians 3,14-21  
16-Apr Ephesians 4,1-6  
17-Apr Ephesians 4,7-16  
18-Apr Ephesians 4,17-24  
19-Apr Ephesians 4,25-32  
20-Apr Ephesians 5,1-14  
21-Apr Psalms 66  
22-Apr Ephesians 5,15-20  
23-Apr Ephesians 5,21-33  
24-Apr Ephesians 6,1-4  
25-Apr Ephesians 6,5-9  
26-Apr Ephesians 6,10-17  
27-Apr Ephesians 6,18-24  
28-Apr Psalms 98  
29-Apr Hebrews 1,1-3  
30-Apr Hebrews 1,4-14  

Bible readings... 

to the flower shop and got some Easter lilies because 
she wanted to go up to see Edith and give her some 
Easter lilies and wish her a Happy Easter.  When she 
walked into Edith's room, Edith was in bed. That big 
black Bible was on her lap. Her hands were in that 
Bible. There was a sweet smile on her face. When 
Phyllis Cross went to pick up Edith's hand, she real-
ized Edith was dead.  
 
Her left hand was on John 14: "In my Father's house 
are many mansions. I go to prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you to Myself, that where 
I am, there you may be also."  Her right hand was on 
Revelation 21:4, "And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, there shall be no more death nor sor-
row, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for 
the former things have passed away."  Phyllis Cross 
took one look at that dead body, and then lifted her 
face toward heaven, and with tears streaming down 
her cheeks, said, "Happy Easter, Edith - Happy East-
er!" 
 
Phyllis Cross left Edith's body, walked out of the 
room, and over to a table where two student nurses 
were sitting. She said, "My name is Phyllis Cross. Do 

you believe in Easter?" 
 
God works in wonderful ways, and to believe in his 
power is to truly be free. Jesus said to her, "I am 
the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

Me, though he may die, he shall live. And who-
ever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?"  John 11:25-26 
 

HAPPY EASTER IN THE RESURRECTED 
CHRIST! 

Do you believe in Easter (contd.) 
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Church 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead 

 

Parsonage: 

10 Van Gogh Street 

Panorama 7500 

✉  Street Address or 

     P.O. Box 12255 

     N1-City 7463 

 
Divine Service 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

 Sunday School 

 Holy Communion 

 
Pastor 

Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle 

☎ 021-9303734 

       081 482 1018  

E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 

 
Treasurer 

Paul Böhmer    

Church Councillors 

Eckard Köhne  021-4331116 

   074 159 5538 

Marja Wybrow  021-5571328 

   082 6255 629 

Shawn Johnston 021-5591069 

   083 325 9965 

Paul Böhmer   086 5028872 

   082 3807590 

Shane Swiegers 082 4603605 

   021-9390486 
 

Women’s Guild Chairlady 

Michelle Hohls  021-5519820 

   082-6911568 
 

Sunday School 

Brigitte Böhmer  082 3222356  

 
Banking Details 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  

Account Name: St Thomas 

Acc Number:  404 1515 600  

 
Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

St. Thomas Congregation 

www.st-thomas.org.za 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment, 

 where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 

love for one another is exercised (care) 
loving others is practised (outreach) 

Loved by God. Loving others. 


