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5 Disability Awareness 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead   •  Parsonage : (021) 930-3734   •  www.st-thomas.org.za 

T his is the fourth stage of 
the Theological Education 
by Extension - TEE pro-

gram, sponsored by the 
Seminário Concórdia, São Leo-
poldo, Brazil.  
– The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Brazil – IELB, collected a 
special offering to help the stu-
dents and their families. I asked 
them to make a list of priorities 
and to make a quotation of the 
items listed. Food was in first 
place. I asked them if they need a 
bicycle. Their eyes shined! What 
about tools to work in the 
machamba (little farm)? Some 
clothes? Some kitchen staff?  
– And we went to the open street 
shops.  The first thing we bought 
was a bicycle for each one of 
them.   After this we bought rice, 
50 kg to each family. We bought 
several plastic containers and 
buckets, metal plates, cups and 
spoons, coal irons, bargaining in 
each shop to get a better prize.  
They said their wives would be 
very happy to have this all to keep 
water in their huts.  Another day 
we bought cooking pans and tools 
for their machamba:  axes, rakes 

and hoes. 
– The first service was on Saturday 
afternoon, 3 August, in Chemba. 
When I preached there two years 
ago the church was under con-
struction and the service was un-
der a big three. During the service, 
a snake fell from the three among 
the people sitting on mats. -  Now 
the church is ready and they even 
have a school close to the church, 
run by Project Kuwagisana.  -  Júlio 
and Nota are the pastors at this 
“São Pedro” congregation. (The 
students are already recognized 
and called as pastors by their 
members, but they are not or-

dained yet). - People were waiting 

inside and outside the church, 
singing and clapping. The whole 
Service was in their mother 
tongue, Sena, and the sermon had 
to be translated.  The Baptism’s 
fountain had to be improvised. 4 
adults and 41 children were bap-
tized in Chemba.   Lord Supper was 
offered to 63 people. The only 
time they have Baptism and Lord’s 
Supper is when an ordained pastor 
comes to visit them, since the stu-
dents are not yet ordained. 
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the way he 
should go, and 
when he is old 
he will not turn 
from it.” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 
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The next Service was on Sunday morning in Ka-
passeni, where pastor Alfazema, the founder of 
the mission in 2006, was born. He was a refu-
gee in Canada, where he graduated as pastor 
of the Lutheran Church Canada, and was sent 
back to evangelize his people. The Lutheran 
Church in Mozambique has more than 1,000 
members in total. -  All candidates to the bap-
tism were called to the front and they sang a 
hymn very nicely about the baptism.  I ad-
dressed them some words about the baptism 
and asked them the traditional questions for 
the baptism. When I asked them, “Do you re-
nounce the devil and all his works and all his 
ways?” A loud “YES!” was the answer. – The 
devil plays a very important role in their tradi-
tional African religion. – This was done in all 
the services.  – They confessed their faith in 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and were 
called one by one to the Holy Baptism. 13 chil-
dren and 5 adults were baptized- The congre-
gation gave me two gifts: a goat and a chicken.  
We had enough meat for our next suppers! 
 – The next Service was at noon in Murrema, 
where Ernesto is pastor. Paulo brought his peo-
ple from Mpango to this joint Service. – (There 
was no time for lunch that day; only some 
snacks on the way). 50 adults and 17 children 
were baptized,  
The last Service for this Sunday was in the Vil-
lage of Sena, at 3:00pm. 46 children and 6 

adults were baptized. - We had rehearsed 
some hymns from the Lutheran Hymnal with 
the students and they sang in all the services. 
In total, 182 people were baptised in these four 
services, 117 children and 65 adults. God had 
lots of work this day registering all the names 
in His Book of Life! Praise the Lord! – The total 
attendance in the four Services was 492 mem-
bers, and Lord’s Supper attendance: 189 com-
municants.  
 Pray for the students and their families. God is 
calling many people to His Kingdom through 
the work of these eight students. Pray for Pas-
tor Alfazema and his family. He is undergoing 
cancer treatment in Canada and is improving 
well. He is planning, God willing, to go back to 
Mozambique for a visit next year.  
I arrived well back home in Cape Town, SA, on 
Friday night, 9th August. My wife Lídia was 
waiting for me at the airport. It was good to 
see that she “survived” well alone at home, 
and she was happy to see that I had “survived” 
as well, without any health issue, God be 
thanked! Pray for us, for our ministry, for our 
health, for our plans, for our children in Brazil 
and in Germany. Paulo and Flávia’s son Lucas 
was born on 30 August. 
(A presentation with many pictures was done 

to St. Thomas at the Lasagne evening on 16 Au-

gust).   

Pastor Walter 
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We had a blessed Anniversary Service on 11 Au-

gust! Good attendance (even if we missed some 

frequent members), good brunch, a special cake 

prepared by Lynette and Lídia, the choir sang, 

and a good LEASA Conference after the Service. 

St. Thomas will host the FELSISA Convention 

from 25 – 28 September 2014, to coincide with 

our 21st Anniversary celebrations. We expect 

around 60 people so please pray for it and help 

us to plan it well. 

L u t h e r a n 

E d u c a t i o n a l 

A s s o c i a t i o n 

Conference South 

Africa (LEASA) 

The Conference 

was presented by 

Dr. Jonathan Laabs, 

from the USA. His 

wife June was with 

him. It was very in-

teresting to hear 

how  Lu the ran 

Schools around the 

world are engaged 

in proclaiming the 

Gospel! The chal-

lenge is to accom-

plish the Great 

C o m m i s s i o n 

(Matthew 28:19)  

through the schools 

as well through the 

churches.– 15 peo-

ple attended the 

Conference. 

St. Thomas 20th Anniversary 

Thanksgiving 
Many people gave towards our 
thanksgiving service on 1 Sep-
tember and there were boxes of 
food and clothing which we 
were able to give to our broth-
ers & sisters in the Congolese 
Lutheran community. 
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The Ladies will organize a mini ba-

zaar on 10 November with a food 

fair, Christmas cookies & decora-

tion, “white elephant’, plants & 

flowers, etc. Begin to save stuff at 

home for the ‘white elephant’ and 

to plan how you can help and what 

you can do.  

Congregational News 

Pastor Walter and Lídia will be 

on leave from 23 September to 

10 October. They are flying to 

Brazil for the Christening of their 

4th grandson, Lucas Severgnini 

Winterle, born on 30 August to 

Paulo and Flávia Winterle. – 

Eckard and Heindry will lead the 

services on 29 September and 

06 October. 

Hunter August van Dijk, son to Jason and Lisa, born on 25 July 2013, was bap-

tized on 25th August and his name was inscribed by God in The Book of Life. 

The sponsors were: Shannon van Dijk, Erika Marriott-Watson, 

Richard Fleuriot, and Hans-Eckard Weinert.  

The FELSISA Church Council Meeting from 1-2 November will be 
attended by the elders Shane Swiegers and Shawn Johnston who will 
represent St. Thomas, as decided at the last elders Meeting. 
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Disability Awareness 

Sunday 

Tammy Watson and her guide-dog 

Georgie, joined us for our service 

on 15 September to tell us more 

about herself & other people with 

disabilities. 

Statistics 2012-2013 

Our annual statistics as at 31 July are- 

16 children+ 73 adults = total 89 members. 

Paying confirmed members: 66. 

2011-2012 statistics were - 

14 children + 77 adults= total 91 members. 

Paying confirmed members: 72. 

We didn’t accomplish the Five Years Plan, which 

has a forecast of growth of 6 to 8 people per year. 

Help us to bring more people to Christ. 

Special Services 
20 October: SS  Revision: The Apostle’s Creed 
27 October: Reformation Sunday 
10 November: Food fair + Bazaar 
01 December: Christmas Play & Seniors Party  (brunch) 
24 December: Candlelight Service (06:00pm) 
25 December : Christmas Service 

Welcome baby Lucas! 
 

New son to Paulo & Flavia Winterle 
& 

grandson to Pastor Walter & Lidia 
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After a few of the usual sunday evening hymns, 
the church's pastor slowly stood up, 

walked over to the pulpit and, 
before he gave his sermon for the evening, 

he briefly introduced a guest minister 
who was in the service that evening. 

 
In the introduction, the pastor told the 

congregation that the guest minister was 
one of his dearest childhood friends and 

that he wanted him to have a few moments 
to greet the church and share whatever 

he felt would be appropriate for the service. 
 

With that, an elderly man stepped up to the 
pulpit and began to speak. 

 
'A father, his son, and a friend of his son were 

sailing off the pacific coast ,' he began. 
'when a fast approaching storm blocked any 

attempt to get back to the shore. 
 

The waves were so high, that even though the 
father was an experienced sailor, he could not 
keep the boat upright and the three were swept 

into the ocean as the boat capsized.' 
 

The old man hesitated for a moment, 
making eye contact with two teenagers who were, 

for the first time since the service began, 
looking somewhat interested in his story. 

 
The aged minister continued with his story, 

'grabbing a rescue line, the father had to make the 
most excruciating decision of his life: to which boy 

would he throw the other end of the life line. 
he only had seconds to make the decision. 

the father knew that his son was a christian and 
he, also, knew that his son's friend was not. 

the agony of his decision could not be matched by 
the torrent of waves 

 
As the father yelled out, 'i love you, son!' 

he threw out the life line to his son's friend. 
by the time the father had pulled the friend back 

to the capsized boat, 
his son had disappeared beneath the raging swells 

into the black of night. 
his body was never recovered. 

 
By this time, the two teenagers were sitting up 

straight in the pew, anxiously waiting for the next 
words to come out of the old minister's mouth. 

 
'The father,' he continued, 'knew his son would 
step into eternity with jesus and he could not 

bear the thought of his son's friend stepping into 
an eternity without jesus.. therefore, he sacrificed 

his son to save the son's friend. ' 
 

How great is the love of god that he should do the 
same for us. our heavenly father sacrificed his only 
begotten son that we could be saved. i urge you to 

accept his offer to rescue you and take a hold of the 
life line he is throwing out to you in this service.' 

with that, the old man turned and sat back down in 
his chair as silence filled the room. 

 
The pastor again walked slowly to the pulpit and 
delivered a brief sermon with an invitation at the 
end. however, no one responded to the appeal. 

 
Within minutes after the service ended, the two 

teenagers were at the old man's side. 
 

'That was a nice story,' politely stated one of 
them,'but i don't think it was very realistic for a 

father to give up his only son's life in hopes that 
the other boy would become a christian.' 

 
'Well, you've got a point there,' the old man replied, 

glancing down at his worn bible. a big smile broadened 
his narrow face. he once again looked up at the boys 

and said, 'it sure isn't very realistic, is it? but, 
i'm standing here today to tell you that story gives 

me a glimpse of what it must have been like for god 
to give up his son for me. 

 
you see... 

 
I was that father and your pastor is my son's friend.' 

 
Sent by Yvonne Hillerman 

  

the friend of my son…  
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01-Sep Numbers 13,1-3.17-33  
02-Sep Psalms 119,49-56  
03-Sep Numbers 14,1-10  
04-Sep Numbers 14,11-25  
05-Sep Numbers 14,26-38  
06-Sep Numbers 14,39-45  
07-Sep Numbers 17,19-25  
08-Sep Numbers 20,1-13  
09-Sep Psalms 119,57-64  
10-Sep Numbers 20,22-29  
11-Sep Numbers 21,4-9  
12-Sep Numbers 21,21-35  
13-Sep Numbers 22,1-20  
14-Sep Numbers 22,21-41  
15-Sep Numbers 23,1-12  
16-Sep Numbers 119,65-72  

17-Sep Numbers 23,13-30  
18-Sep Numbers 24,1-25  
19-Sep Numbers 27,12-23  
20-Sep Luke 12,49-53  
21-Sep Luke 12,54-59  
22-Sep Luke 13,1-9  
23-Sep Psalms 20  
24-Sep Luke 13,10-17  
25-Sep Luke 13,18-21  
26-Sep Luke 13,22-30  
27-Sep Luke 13,31-35  
28-Sep Luke 14,1-14  
29-Sep Luke 14,15-24  
30-Sep Psalms 67  
01-Oct Luke 14,25-35  
02-Oct Luke 15,1-10  
03-Oct Luke 15,11-32  
04-Oct Luke 16,1-9  
05-Oct Luke 16,10-16  
06-Oct Luke 16,16-18  
07-Oct Psalms 25  
08-Oct Luke 16,19-31  
09-Oct Luke 17,1-10  
10-Oct Luke 17,11-19  
11-Oct Luke 17,20-37  

12-Oct Luke 18,1-8  
13-Oct Luke 18,9-14  
14-Oct Luke 5  
15-Oct Luke 18,15-17  
16-Oct Luke 18,18-30  
17-Oct Ezekiel 1,1-21  
18-Oct Ezekiel 1,22-28  
19-Oct Ezekiel 2,1-3,3  
20-Oct Ezekiel 3,16-21  
21-Oct Psalms 32  
22-Oct Ezekiel 3,22-27  
23-Oct Ezekiel 4,1-8  
24-Oct Ezekiel 7,1-13  
25-Oct Ezekiel 7,19-27  
26-Oct Ezekiel 8,1-13  
27-Oct Ezekiel 8,14-18  
28-Oct Psalms 69,1-22  
29-Oct Ezekiel 10,1-7.18-22  
30-Oct Ezekiel 11,14-25  
31-Oct Ezekiel 17,1-24  

01 - Mangaliso Ndebele 

05 – Loraine Lünow 
06 - Eckard Köhne 

06 - Robert Stirling 
07 - Jason Dini 
13 – FELSISA 121st Anniversary 

15 – Tyson Jent van Dijk 
23 - Dalene Potgieter 

27 – Hartwig Hillermann 
 
Baptism anniversary 

13 – Eckard Köhne 
23 – Nandi Ndebele 

24 – Julie Avenant 
29 – Fred Halm  
 

02 - Gita Schreiber 

06 - Storm Marriott-Watson 
15 - Zenka Deetlefs 

20 - Jenny Rewitzky 
22 - Faith Dini 
25 - Deon Deetlefs 

28 - Carl Runds 
29 – Marilyn Lucas  

31 – Léo Cristiano Winterle &  
 Paulo Henrique Winterle 
 

Baptism anniversary 
16 – Storm Marriott-Watson &  

 Tyson van Dijk 
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Church 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead 

 

Parsonage: 

10 Van Gogh Street 

Panorama 7500 

✉  Street Address or 

     P.O. Box 12255 

     N1-City 7463 

 
Divine Service 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

 Sunday School 

 Holy Communion 

 
Pastor 

Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle 

☎ 021-9303734 

       081 482 1018  

E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 

 
Treasurer 

Paul Böhmer    

Church Councillors 

Eckard Köhne  021-4331116 

   074 159 5538 

Marja Wybrow  021-5571328 

   082 6255 629 

Shawn Johnston 021-5591069 

   083 325 9965 

Paul Böhmer   086 5028872 

   082 3807590 

Shane Swiegers 082 4603605 

   021-9390486 
 

Women’s Guild Chairlady 

Michelle Hohls  021-5519820 

   082-6911568 
 

Sunday School 

Christy Johnston   021- 5591069 

   073 246 4398 

 
Banking Details 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  

Account Name: St Thomas 

Acc Number:  404 1515 600  

 
Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

St. Thomas Congregation 

www.st-thomas.org.za 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment, 

 where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 

love for one another is exercised (care) 
loving others is practised (outreach) 

Loved by God. Loving others. 


