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6 A letter from Lauren 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead   •  Parsonage : (021) 930-3734   •  www.st-thomas.org.za 

“Why do you stand here looking 
into the sky?” – was the question 
the angels addressed to the disci-
ples when Jesus went up to 
heaven and was hidden by a 
cloud. (Acts 1:11).  
 
“Set your hearts on things above, 
were Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly 
things”, wrote the Apostle Paul 
(Colossians 3:1-2).   
 
“I lift my eyes to the hills – where 
does my help come from? My 
help comes from the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and 
earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2).  
 
Ascension Day will be celebrated 
by the Christian Church on 9th 
May. St Thomas has a Ascension 
service at 7:00pm. It is a very im-
portant festival of the Christian 
Church, but little forgotten. It’s 
not a holiday like Christmas and 
Good Friday. Many don’t remem-
ber this day. Why is it so impor-
tant? 
 
Because Ascension Day marks the 

end of a cycle: Jesus’ earthly days. 
He came down from the Father 
when He was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the Virgin Mary; and He 
went back to the Father on Ascen-
sion Day, after accomplishing the 
work of our salvation by His death 
and resurrection.  
 
It was necessary for Him to go back 
so that the Holy Spirit could come 
to be with the disciples. Jesus had 
said to His disciples: “I am going to 
Him who sent me… It is for your 
good that I am going away. Unless 
I go away, the Counsellor will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send 
Him to you.” (John 16:5-7).  
 
For our good Jesus went back to 
the Father. Everything Jesus did 
was for our good. He always wants 
to do good for us. He loves us! 
Seating besides the Father, He in-
tercedes for us and takes care of 
us. 
Ascension Day opens the heavens 
for us to see our Saviour till He 
comes again. Let us celebrate and 
worship our Saviour and King!  

 
Pastor Walter 
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Watchword 2013 
“Train a child in 
the way he 
should go, and 
when he is old 
he will not turn 
from it.” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 
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Holy Week and Easter 

The Holy Week services were well attended and 
many were blessed during this special time in the 
church calendar.  
 
On Maundy Thursday we celebrated the institution 
of the Lord’s Supper, the last evening Jesus spent 
with His disciples. 
 
Good Friday was a solemn occasion, with the altar 
decorated with 7 candles and thorns, 1 by 1 each 
candle was blown out after each of the 7 readings, 
till the last one was blown out when Jesus died.  A 
time of introspection, realising the tremendous 
sacrifice Jesus made for us. 
 
Easter Sunday was a joyful time as we celebrated 
Jesus’ resurrection.  The church looked festive with 
white draping on the altar, remembering the life 
and victory Jesus brought by His resurrection.  A 
brunch after the service allowed us a time of fel-
lowship and celebration with our Christian family. 
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sides Christmas and Easter. Festive Service on 19th 
May. 
 
Pastoral Convention: FELSISA Pastoral Convention 
will be held from 27(Monday) to 31(Friday) May in 
Impalabos, the farm of Reinsdorf’s family near to 
Hoedspruit. 
 
Our prayers are with Anita Willis and her  family 
after the passing of their husband and father, 
Dennis. A memorial service was held on Tuesday 
11 April at 11H00.   Dennis was born on 17 Febru-
ary 1932 and passed away on 22 April 2013. 

Ascension Day, Thursday 9 May : Service at 
7:00pm. 
 
Mother’s Day will be celebrated at St. Thomas 
with a special prayer for mothers and grandmoth-
ers at the Service on 12tMay. The Sunday School 
Teachers and the children are preparing a little 
gift. 
 Sunday School: The children are learning the Ten 
Commandments. On Sunday, 12th May, Mother’s 
Day, the children will do a revision of the Ten 
Commandments at the end of the Service. 
Pentecost: The Feast of the Holy Spirit is one of 
the three big Festivals of the Christian Church, be-

Congregational News 

FELSISA diary 

27—31 May   Pastor’s Convention 
22  - 23 June   Youth Day & Brassband Festival (Uelzen) 
13 October   Choir Festival (Lueneburg) 
1 - 2 November  Church Elders/ Councillors  Convention 
      (FELS) 
11 -15 December  Youth Camp (Kirchdorf) 
12 -15 December  Teenage Camp (Pietermaritzburg) 
12 -15 December  Children’s Camp (Shelly Beach)   

LUKE EERIK DINI , son to Faith and 
Jason Dini, born on 24 January, re-
ceived the Sacrament of the Holy Bap-
tism on 17 March 
 
The sponsors are: Ingrid Rewitzky and 
Kelly Searle-Smith. 
 
God bless the little Luke in the fellow-
ship of his Christian family!   
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Isaiah 65:24 

 
This is a story written by a doctor who worked in Africa : 
 
One night I had worked hard to help a mother in the labour 
ward; but in spite of all we could do, she died, leaving us with 
a tiny, premature baby and a crying two-year-old daughter. 
We would have difficulty keeping the baby alive; as we had no 
incubator (we had no electricity to run an incubator).  We also 
had no special feeding facilities. 
 
Although we lived on the equator, nights were often chilly with 
treacherous drafts. One student midwife went for the box we 
had for such babies and the cotton wool that the baby would 
be wrapped in. 
 
Another went to stoke up the fire and fill a hot water bottle. 
She came back shortly in distress to tell me that in filling the 
bottle, it had burst (rubber perishes easily in tropical climates).  
'And it is our last hot water bottle!' she exclaimed. As in the 
West, it is no good crying over spilled milk, so in Central Africa 
it might be considered no good crying over burst water bottles.  
They do not grow on trees, and there are no drugstores down 
forest pathways. 
 
'All right,' I said, 'put the baby as near the fire as you safely 
can, and  
sleep between the baby and the door to keep it free from 
drafts Your job is to keep the baby warm.' 
 
The following noon, as I did most days, I went to have prayers 
with any of the orphanage children who chose to gather with 
me. I gave the youngsters various suggestions of things to 
pray about and told them about the tiny baby. I explained our 
problem about keeping the baby warm enough, mentioning 
the hot water bottle, and that the baby could so easily die if it 
got chills. I also told them of the two-year-old sister, crying 
because her mother had died. 
 
During prayer time, one ten -year-old girl, Ruth, prayed with 
the usual blunt conciseness of our African children. 'Please, 
God' she prayed, 'Send us a hot water bottle today It'll be no 
good tomorrow, God, as the baby will be dead, so please 
send it this afternoon.' 
 
While I gasped inwardly at the audacity of the prayer, she 
added,  'And while You are about it, would You please send a 
dolly for the little girl so she'll know You really love her?' 
 
As often with children's prayers, I was put on the spot. Could I 
honestly say 'Amen?' I just did not believe that God could do 
this. Oh, yes, I know that He can do everything; the Bible says 
so. But there are limits, aren't  there? The only way God could 
answer this particular prayer would be by sending me a parcel 

The Power of Prayer 
from the homeland. I had been in Africa for almost four years 
at that time, and I had never, ever, received a parcel from 
home. 
 
Anyway, if anyone did send me a parcel, who would put in a 
hot water bottle? I lived on the equator! 
 
Halfway through the  afternoon, while I was teaching in the 
nurses' training school, a message was sent that there was a 
car at my front door. By the time I reached home, the car had 
gone, but there on the verandah was a large 22-pound parcel. 
I felt tears pricking my eyes. I could not open the parcel alone, 
so I sent for the orphanage children.. Together we pulled off 
the string, carefully undoing each knot. We folded the paper, 
taking care not to tear it unduly Excitement was mounting. 
Some thirty or forty pairs of eyes were focused on the large 
cardboard box. From the top, I lifted out brightly-coloured, 
knitted jerseys. Eyes sparkled as I gave them out. Then there 
were the knitted bandages for the leprosy patients, and the 
children looked a little bored.. Then came a box of mixed rai-
sins and sultanas – that would make a batch of buns for the 
weekend . 
 
Then, as I put my hand in again, I felt the.....could it really be?  
I grasped it and pulled it out. Yes, a brand new, rubber hot 
water bottle. I cried.  I had not asked God to send it; I had not 
truly believed that He could.  Ruth was in the front row of the 
children. She rushed forward, crying out, 'If God has sent the 
bottle, He must have sent the dolly, too!' 
 
Rummaging down to the bottom of the box, she pulled out the 
small,  
beautifully-dressed dolly.  Her eyes shone! She had never 
doubted! 
 
Looking up at me, she asked, 'Can I go over with you and give 
this dolly to that little girl, so she'll know that Jesus really loves 
her?' 'Of course,' I replied! 
 
That parcel had been on the way for five whole months, 
packed up by my former Sunday school class, whose leader 
had heard and obeyed God's prompting to send a hot water 
bottle, even to the equator. 
 
And one of the girls had put in a dolly for an African child - five 
months before, in answer to the believing prayer of a ten-year-
old to bring it 'that afternoon.' 
 
'Before they call, I will answer.' (Isaiah 65:24) 
 
Prayer is one of the best free gifts we receive. There is no 
cost, but a lot of rewards. Let's continue praying for one an-
other. 
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M 
others have an unfair advantage 
with the Lord. In Luke 7, Jesus ob-
served a huge funeral procession in 

Nain. The entire town was present. He ob-
served the young men and women weeping. 
He observed the pastors and apostles weep-
ing. He observed the elders weeping. He ob-
served the fathers weeping. He observed the 
children weeping. He observed the sadness 
on people's faces. 

 
Nothing seemed to move Him, until HE SAW 
THE MOTHER. The bible says He had com-
passion when He saw her and immediately 
raised her boy from the dead.(Luke 7:12-15). 
It was the cry of a mother that moved the 
Heart of God. 

 
Still today, Mothers who cry before the Lord 
for their families, for their marriages, for their 
homes move the Heart of God. When Moth-
ers stop praying their families (especially their 
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How important are mothers to God? 
children) perish. Satan gets a foothold and 
starts to destroy the home, yet when they re-
turn to their rightful place as the anchor of the 
home, demonic strongholds get demolished. 
 
As a Mother protects, upholds and defends 
her children, so does God also protect us un-
der the shadow of His Wings. We find refuge 
there and can hide there until the danger is 
over. 
 
Because, of this favour over mothers, they 
are also the most attacked persons in the 
home. The devil is terrified of Mothers (the 
powerhouse in the home). Yet the Lord has 
put inside Mothers grace and resilience to 
overcome any situation. Today, as the 
woman of the home, consider yourself 
blessed. Consider yourself highly favoured 
and consider yourself dangerous when you 
pray! 
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I 
 always knew I would come to the eastern cape 
for community service, I just don't think I had this 
in mind at the time. My motivation was almost 

purely the opportunity to be closer to my family in 
East London, but as time grew on I realised that life 
in a rural setting would surely not be much of an op-
tion again (at least not any time soon)...so why not 
take this opportunity to give back in some way.  
For the past 4 months I have been living and working 
at Madwaleni Hospital. It is located 30km from a 
small town called Elliotdale in the old Transkei re-
gion. Life here has been very different to that back 
home. Let's be clear, I do live in a house with elec-
tricity and running water, although the house is old 
and falling apart, the electricity is temperamental and 
the water is the colour you get once you've let your 
teabag brew, but hey all part of the adventure J  
We have a wonderful community of doctors and re-
hab staff that has set the foundations that will hope-
fully one day lead to a thriving hospital. Last year 
Madwaleni Hospital was disgraced in the papers for 
poor service delivery and high mortality rates, and it 
was true, there was only one doctor trying to run a 
220 bed hospital on her own. We are now blessed to 
have 8 doctors and more on the way. The operating 
theatre has been reopened and things are running a 
little more smoothly, although still not near to the 
standards that are required...baby steps.  
I thought that my faith would be tested coming to an 
area like this, where people are supposedly impover-
ished and struggling, leaving me questioning Gods 
plan. Boy was I wrong. These people are stronger 
than you think, they survive on no electricity, no run-
ning water, no beds, no toilets...but they do have the 
most beautiful setting and surroundings, with fertile 
lands and many flowing rivers and a faith so strong 
that draws them kilometres from their homes to 
come to church and praise our Lord for hours on 
end. Did God not promise to give us everything we 
need? Our prayers are so often answered in ways 
we struggle to perceive.  
The church I mentioned above is located about 
600m from my front door, all services are in isiX-
hosa...unfortunately my understanding of the lan-
guage is too poor at this point. Instead on Sundays I 
appreciate the praise that (very) loudly sounds from 
within the walls of a very simple church. There have 
been numerous occasions in the last few months 
were I have stood in awe of my surroundings and 
thought "how can anyone not believe?" For what lies 
before my eyes is far more than what any human 
can construct.  
Don't get me wrong, there is poverty and suffering 
here too. The work is not always easy and I have 
had to deal with death far more than what I am use 
to. We are under resourced and lack an adequate 
management team. The administration system is 
almost nonexistent and corruption happens almost 
openly in front of your face.  
Despite the setbacks, I am loving life here and would 

not trade my community service post for any urban one, 
but I do miss Cape Town and St Thomas. You are in my 
thoughts and prayers. 
God bless* 
Lauren Swiegers  laurenswiegz@gmail.com  

Community service in the Eastern Cape 

The church within our hospital grounds 

Home visits 

Madwaleni Hospital 

mailto:laurenswiegz@gmail.com
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01 May Colossians 3,5-11  
02 May Colossians 3,12-17  
03 May Colossians 3,18-4,1  
04 May Colossians 4,2-6  
05 May Colossians 4,7-18  
06 May Psalms 19  
07 May Joel 1,1-15  
08 May Joel 2,12-17  
09 May Joel 2,18-27  
10 May Joel 3,1-5  
11 May Joel 4,1-3.9-21  
12 May The Acts 1,1-14  
13 May Psalms 45  
14 May The Acts 1,15-26  

15 May The Acts 2,1-13  
16 May The Acts 2,14-28  
17 May The Acts 2,29-36  
18 May The Acts 2,37-41  
19 May The Acts 2,42-47  
20 May Psalms 30  
21 May The Acts 3,1-10  
22 May The Acts 3,11-16  
23 May The Acts 3,17-25  
24 May Psalms 47  
25 May The Acts 4,1-12  
26 May The Acts 4,13-22  
27 May Psalms 27  
28 May The Acts 4,23-31  
29 May The Acts 4,32-37  
30 May The Acts 5,1-11  
31 May The Acts 5,12-16  
01 Jun The Acts 5,17-33  
02 Jun The Acts 5,34-42  
03 Jun Psalms 118,1-14  
04 Jun Psalms 118,15-29  
05 Jun The Acts 6,1-7  
06 Jun The Acts 6,8-15  

07 Jun The Acts 7,1-16  
08 Jun The Acts 7,17-29  
09 Jun The Acts 7,30-43  
10 Jun Psalms 29  
11 Jun The Acts 7,44-53  
12 Jun The Acts 7,54-8,3  
13 Jun The Acts 8,4-25  
14 Jun The Acts 8,26-40  
15 Jun The Acts 9,1-9  
16 Jun The Acts 9,10-19a  
17 Jun Psalms 28  
18 Jun The Acts 9,19b-31  
19 Jun The Acts 9,32-43  
20 Jun The Acts 10,1-20  
21 Jun The Acts 10,21-33  
22 Jun The Acts 10,34-48  
23 Jun The Acts 11,1-18  
24 Jun Psalms 12  
25 Jun The Acts 11,19-30  
26 Jun The Acts 12,1-19a  
27 Jun The Acts 12,19b-25  
28 Jun The Acts 13,1-12  
29 Jun The Acts 13,13-25  
30 Jun The Acts 13,26-41  

2  -  Ingrid Rewitzky  

3  -  Paul Böhmer & Stephan Böhmer  
7  -  Flávia Roveda Winterle 

9  -  Karin Zuccarini  
11 - Keegan Karshagen  

15 - Keith Luenow  

19 - Karl Crouch  
20 - Raymond Schulz, Mona Hillermann & 

 Martina Reinstorf  
21 - Johanna Horstmann 

25 - Inock Kagarabi Byamungu 
26 - Willem Avenant 

27 - Tilana Ndebele  

29 - Charles Melck & Gunther Meier  
31 - Erika Marriott-Watson & Dieter Reinstorf  

 
Baptism Anniversary 
 1 – Conrad Clifton 

 5 – Heike Weinert 
13 – Martin Skibbe  & Juergen Hohls 

25 – Erica du Toit 
27 – Jason Dini 

28 – Stephan Boehmer 

30 – Carl Crouch 

  1 – Dumisani Ndebele  

11 – Roberta Eggers  
19 – Ian Crouch & Tatiana Winterle 

24 – Lauren Swiegers  
26 – Leanne Swiegers, Cindy Burns & Andre 

Brooks  

27 -  Mari Johnston & Aimee Johnston  
29 – Tiago Miguel  
 

Baptism Anniversary 
03 – Anton Potgieter 

06 – Paul Boehmer 
09 – Keegan Karshagen 

18 – Caleb Potgieter 

21 – Guenther Meier 
28 - Brian Ravenscroft 
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MAY JUNE 
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Church 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead 

 

Parsonage: 

10 Van Gogh Street 

Panorama 7500 

✉  Street Address or 

     P.O. Box 12255 

     N1-City 7463 

 
Divine Service 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

 Sunday School 

 Holy Communion 

 
Pastor 

Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle 

☎ 021-9303734 

       081 482 1018  

E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 

 
Treasurer 

Paul Böhmer    

Church Councillors 

Eckard Köhne  021-4331116 

   074 159 5538 

Marja Wybrow  021-5571328 

   082 6255 629 

Shawn Johnston 021-5591069 

   083 325 9965 

Paul Böhmer   086 5028872 

   082 3807590 

Shane Swiegers 082 4603605 

   021-9390486 
 

Women’s Guild Chairlady 

Jackie Karshagen 021-5587759 

   082-8266412 
 

Sunday School 

Christy Johnston   021- 5591069 

   073 246 4398 

 
Banking Details 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  

Account Name: St Thomas 

Acc Number:  404 1515 600  

 
Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

St. Thomas Congregation 

www.st-thomas.org.za 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment, 

 where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 

love for one another is exercised (care) 
loving others is practised (outreach) 

Loved by God. Loving others. 


