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3  Holy Week & Easter 

E ASTER  is the centre of the 
church’s calendar. It was 
the first festival celebrated 

by the followers of Christ. To cele-
brate LIFE and VICTORY, fixing our 
eyes on the risen Christ – this is 
EASTER.  
LENT was fixed as a period of 40 
days before EASTER to remember 
the sufferings and death of our 
Lord Jesus on our behalf. For 
some people, LENT goes till Good 
Friday, and they abandon Jesus in 
the grave. They just mourn the 
death of Christ, but they don’t 
rejoice in His victory over the 
death.  They call themselves 
Christians, but they don’t have 
the hope of eternal life and they 
are not ready to die. We must be 
sorry for them. Like the disciples 
on Holy Saturday and the women 
grieving and walking to the tomb 
with spices to honour the body of 
Jesus, these people stopped in 
time and didn’t go forward to see 
that the tomb is empty and that 
the resurrected Christ assures us 
life, eternal life, by grace to all 
who believe in Him!  
Don’t live in LENT all your life, sad 
and without hope.  Of course we 

have to mourn 
and to grieve, not 
because of Jesus, 
but because of 
our sins. Live in 
EASTER every 
day! Rejoice and 
be glad! Jesus paid for our sins and 
forgives everyone who believes in 
Him! Jesus overcame death and 
offers life to everyone who be-
lieves in Him!  
When your faith is weak, Jesus 
wants to strength it. He has the 
vitamins to give you. Open your 
ears and your mouth to receive it: 
His Word and His Body and Blood 
in the Holy Sacrament.   Don’t miss 
the opportunities to be with the 
resurrected Christ in fellowship 
with your brothers and sisters. 
Thomas, one of the twelve, missed 
the first big opportunity he had to 
see the living Christ. God gave him 
a second chance and he believed in 
Jesus. Don’t wait for a second 
chance. Maybe you will not get it. 
The time is now! 
EASTER: The living Christ is among 
us! Alleluia!  
 
Pastor Walter 
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Watchword 2013 
“Train a child in 
the way he 
should go, and 
when he is old 
he will not turn 
from it.” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 

3  Welcome baby Luke! 



2 

 

Page 2 

Jason and Faith Dini were blessed with a baby, 
Luke Eerick Dini. He was born on 24 January, and 
will be baptized on 17 March. Congratulations to 
the parents and grandparents!  

IN MEMORIAM 

Our brother Leslie Hellyer  

passed away in peace at his 

home on 27th January. He was 

born in Tivertien, England, on 

22nd August l924, and had 

four children. He joined St. 

Thomas on 22 April 2012, and 

married Mavis on 26 August 

2012. Always faithful, con-

fessing his faith in Jesus at 

the Services and when we vis-

ited him at N1 hospital and at 

home, he now rests in peace. 

The funeral service was led by 

Pastor Cyril Tessendorf at the 

Maitland crematorium on 1 

February, and a Memorial Ser-

vice was held at St. Thomas 

on 10th February. Elders 

Shane and Shawn gave sup-

port to the family during the 

absence of Pastor Walter. 

Our hope is in the Resur-

rected LORD!  

Congregational News 

Bits & Pieces 
St. Thomas has a new 
brass crucifix which was 
consecrated on 17 Feb-
ruary.  A huge thank you 
to those who donated 
and repaired it. 
A new security gate was 
installed at the entrance 
of the church to avoid 
people sleeping there 
and other inconven-
iences. 
A successful AGM was held on 24 February.  Con-
gratulations to Shane Swiegers and Shawn Johns-
ton who were re-elected as Church Councillors! 
We were given a summary of activities of the con-
gregation over the past year, as well as an update 
on the 5-year plan. We discussed alterations to 
the church complex and agreed that the Council 
would investigate costs before a decision was 
taken. 

 Thank you to all who attended! 

Welcome baby Luke! 
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Holy Week and Easter Services 

24 March, 9:30am: Palm Sunday. 
28 March, 7:00pm: Maundy Thursday. 
29 March, 9:30am: Good Friday. 
31 March, 9:30am: EASTER Sunday +   
     Brunch after the service. 
     Bring something along to 
       share.  

Church Council: Nine (9) meetings were held 
during the year. 
 
Duty Roster: The Duty Roster was prepared for 
the entire year of 2013. 
 
Social Events and other Fundraising activities 
were held, seven (7) in total: Braai and Rugby, 
Burger Braai, two (2) paellas, Soup Evening 
(Israel Presentation), Christmas small bazaar, + 
DVD sales (St. Thomas 19th anniversary). The in-
come was almost the same as the former ba-
zaars. 
 
Buildings 
Parsonage: A Palisade Fence was built around 
the Parsonage, thanks to a donation received 
from Kirchdorf. - A shower was installed in the 
en-suite bathroom in the parsonage and the 
parsonage was painted outside (it had been 
painted inside in 2011).  
Church: The church was painted inside and out-
side and other improvements were done. 
Sunday School: A special room was prepared for 
the Sunday School. A cabinet file, a TV, and new 
table + chairs were provided. 
 
5 Years Plan: The Five Years Independence Plan 
is going well.  

Services were well attended in 2012 but can be 
improved. We aimed to have an average of 50 
adults per service and 10 children in the Sunday 
School. We are now 95 members. The average 
attendance in 2011 was of 39.8 adults and 6.26 
children; and we have grown in 2012 to an aver-
age of 42.2 adults and 8.1 children per service.   
Help us to reach the goal. Don't miss the ser-
vices and the Sunday School if you are around! 
 
Baptisms: 2 - Aileene and Nandi.  
Wedding Blessings: 3 – Keith & Lorraine, Mike 
and Carol, Leslie and Mavis 
 
New members: 13 members were received: – 
Keith, Mike, Rolf, Louie, Leslie, Mavis, Hans, 
Heike, Oscar, Johanna, Peter, Marilyn, Craig. 
 
Burials: 2 – Mike and Leslie. 
 
Visits: 52 pastoral visits. I haven’t had the op-
portunity of visiting some of you and am still 
awaiting  an invitation. 
 
Sunday School: The curriculum based on the 
Small Catechism is ready and files were pre-
pared in advance with the help of the teachers 
with several resources on this topic. A flip chart 
hymnal was prepared for Christmas and another 
for the year. The Small Catechism is written in 
flip chart as well.  

A snapshot of St. Thomas in 2012 
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B 
y God’s grace we could again visit our daughter 

Tatiana, our son-in-law Dickson and our grandson 
Henrique in Tel-Aviv, Israel, from 21st January to 

8th February.  We had an intensive visit, enjoying every 
minute with the family and knowing new places where 

the Bible Stories once happened. 

Jesus’ Transfiguration: We visited Mount Tabor, where 
Jesus was transfigured and Moses and Elijah appeared 

taking to Him about His departure. (Luke 9:28-36). We 
visited Mount Nebo, in Jordan, where Moses saw the 

Promised Land and died (Deuteronomy 34). We visited 
Mount Carmel, where Elijah fought against the false 

prophets of Baal and God answered his prayer sending 

fire from heaven (1 Kings 18:16-46). – It was very spe-
cial for me because we came back in time for Transfigu-

ration Sunday on 20 February. 
Galilee: Cana, where Jesus performed His first miracle, 

Winterles visit Israel 
changing water into wine (John 2:1-11). – Caesarea, 

where Paul was  in prison and gave a good testimony 
before King Agrippa (Acts chapters 23,24,25,26). – 

Rosh Anikra, in the border of Lebanon, and Akko, an 
important ancient harbor.  - The Mount of the Beati-

tudes (Matthew 5). - Sea of Galilee: we ate St. Peter’s 

fish (a tilapia) on the shore of the lake. – Nazareth Vil-
lage, rebuilt as it was at the time of Jesus, with people 

dressed as at that time and working at carpentry, in the 
kitchen, with animals and on the farm. And we visited 

several other sites as well.  
Jerusalem: We walked on the promenade along the 

ramparts of the Old City, one day to one side, and the 

other day to the other side.  We walked on the tunnels 
under the walls as well. An AMAZING experience! – We 

visited the church where Peter denied Jesus, the former 
Caiaphas house (Matthew 26:57-74); the Lutheran 

Church of the Ascension on Mount of Olives; the Rus-

sian Orthodox Church at Mount of Olives; the Dome of 
the Rock; the City of David; the Hezekiah’s  tunnel (2 

Kings 20:20); the Garden Tomb, outside the city, with a 
nice garden as it was where Jesus was buried… 

We went also to Ein Karem, the city where John the 
Baptism was born and where Mary sang the Magnificat 

when she met Elizabeth. 

Kumran, where the Dead Sea scrolls were found, was 
another exciting experience! 

Jordan: We visited Jerash, Petra, Madaba, Amman, 
Mount Nebo and several other historical cities…. 

Our niece Ines Martina came from Brazil and we en-

joyed the time with her as well. 
 

We thank God for the protection and for this opportu-
nity to visit the Holy Land again! 

 

Pastor Walter and Lidia 
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Dear all the members of Saint Thomas congregation, 
 
Report Support Thanksgiving 
Lutheran Church, want to thank God that we have finished the year well, with no deaths, illness or 
any unfortunate incidents, this year was not easy in term of the work of the Lord. We have faced 
many challenges but with new found faith in God and learning a new language that was not easy 
and also for matter to proceed but God has given us strength to continue with the new year 2013. 
We also want to thank God for congregation of Saint Thomas for helping us and for the different 
books especially the Bibles from Nairobi and different books for Lutheran church, the clothes, food 
and other things, transport cost for visa from MUSINA Office, the congregation of Saint Thomas; 
intervened them… 
Thank you Saint Thomas for the support during the Conference Seminar on January 02th-5th 2013, 
with food, clothes, bibles, and other different Evangelism books, the participated was received 
them really say thanks, for the new year 2013. We have chosen to change venue of worship room 
from MARCONI BEAM to SINENJOGO high school; because of the expensive price; on 23 Febru-
ary we met with the Pastor Carlos Walter to talk about the situation, church, visa and for my family, 
as well. After meeting, Pastor Walter he was brought for me 3 suitcases for the Vast, and different 
clothes inside from Congregation of Saint Thomas. We very happy because we received our Con-
golese style, I hope you remind my dress Ecclesiastical. 
Other one has continued paying 50% of the money for rent lastly, we want to thank you for trans-
port  money to get the visa which I have received for three months Home Affairs MUSINA; but my 
wife have one month again for Home Affairs Cape Town. About MAGALA GATABITHWA: he would 
like to have the Lutheran Church in Durban for giving him lodgment house and support food to 
show the care about our well-being. Blessings for everyone who contributed for us. Finally I re-
ceived for today 03.03.2013 at 11h30 the food, the clothes for children from Saint Thomas Congre-
gation, brought by Deon and Margrit family. 
 
Pastor Inock’s family thanks for the gifts. 
 
Blessings 
Pastor Inock 

 
P.S.: This report was sent with copy to Bishop Ruheza Kashaba in DRC. He answered as follows : 
In the Name of Jesus Christ and all our Church (the Evangelical Lutheran Church in East Congo) I 

say thank you very much to the members of the Thomas Congregation for the gifts given to our 
pastors and evangelist Byamungu Kagarabi Inock and Magala Gatabishwa.  God bless you. 

Bishop Ruheza Kashaba 
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A letter from 

LUTHERAN CHURCH COMMUNITY DRC 

(Joe Slovo Congregation) in Cape Town, South Africa 
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T 
here once was a man named George 
Thomas, pastor in a small New England 
town. One Easter Sunday morning he 

came to the Church carrying a rusty, bent, old 
bird cage, and set it by the pulpit. Eyebrows 
were raised and, as if in response, Pastor Tho-
mas began to speak.... "I was walking through 
town yesterday when I saw a young boy coming 
toward me swinging this bird cage. On the bot-
tom of the cage were three little wild birds, shiv-
e r i n g  w i t h  c o l d  a n d  f r i g h t .  
I stopped the lad and asked, "What do you have 
there, son?"  
 
"Just some old birds," came the reply.  
 
"What are you going to do with them?" I asked.  
 
"Take 'em home and have fun with 'em," he an-
swered. "I'm gonna tease 'em and pull out their 
feathers to make 'em fight. I'm gonna have a 
real good time."  
 
"But you'll get tired of those birds sooner or 
la ter.  W hat  wi l l  you do then?"  
"Oh, I got some cats," said the little boy. "They 
like birds. I'll take 'em to them."  
The pastor was silent for a moment. "How much 
do you want for those birds, son?"  
"Huh?? !!! Why, you don't want them birds, mis-
ter.  
 
They're just plain old field birds. They don't sing. 
They ain't even pretty!"  
 
"How much?" the pastor asked again.  
 
The boy sized up the pastor as if he were crazy 
and said, "$10?"  
 
The pastor reached in his pocket and took out a 
ten dollar bill. He placed it in the boy's hand. In 
a flash, the boy was gone. The pastor picked up 
the cage and gently carried it to the end of the 
alley where there was a tree and a grassy spot. 
Setting the cage down, he opened the door, and 
by softly tapping the bars persuaded the birds 
out, setting them free. Well, that explained the 
empty bird cage on the pulpit, and then the pas-
t o r  b e g a n  t o  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y :  
One day Satan and Jesus were having a con-
versation. Satan had just come from the Garden 
of Eden, and he was gloating and boasting. 
"Yes, sir, I just caught a world full of people 
down there. Set me a trap, used bait I knew 

they couldn't resist. Got 'em all!"  
 
"What are you going to do with them?" Jesus 
asked.  
 
Satan replied, "Oh, I'm gonna have fun! I'm gonna 
teach them how to marry and divorce each other, 
how to hate and abuse each other, how to drink 
and smoke and curse. I'm gonna teach them how 
to invent guns and bombs and kill each other. I'm 
really gonna have fun!"  
 
"And what will you do when you are done with 
them?"  
 
Jesus asked. "Oh, I'll kill 'em," Satan glared 
proudly.  
 
"How much do you want for them?" Jesus asked.  
 
"Oh, you don't want those people. They ain't no 
good. Why, you'll take them and they'll just hate 
you. They'll spit on you, curse you and kill you. You 
don't want those people!!"  
 
"How much? He asked again.  
 
Satan looked at Jesus and sneered, "All your 
blood, tears and your life."  
 
Jesus said, "DONE!" Then He paid the price.  
The pastor picked up the cage and walked from 
the pulpit.  
 
(Sent by Fred Halm – adapted).  

God’s Grace 
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1 Mar Luke 12,13-21  
2 Mar Luke 12,22-34  
3 Mar Luke 12,35-48  
4 Mar Psalms 15  
5 Mar Leviticus 1,1-9  
6 Mar Leviticus 8,1-13  
7 Mar Leviticus 9,1-24  
8 Mar Leviticus 10,1-11  
9 Mar Leviticus 16,1-22  
10 Mar Leviticus 19,1-5.9-18  
11 Mar Psalms 10  
12 Mar Leviticus 19,31-37  
13 Mar Leviticus 25,1-10  
14 Mar Leviticus 25,35-43  

15 Mar Luke 18,31-43  
16 Mar Luke 19,1-10  
17 Mar Luke 19,11-27  
18 Mar Psalms 34  
19 Mar Luke 19,28-40  
20 Mar Luke 19,41-48  
21 Mar Luke 20,1-8  
22 Mar Luke 20,9-19  
23 Mar Luke 20,20-26  
24 Mar Luke 20,27-40  
25 Mar Psalms 84  
26 Mar Luke 20,42-44  
27 Mar Luke 20,45-21,4  
28 Mar Luke 21,5-19  
29 Mar Luke 21,20-28  
30 Mar Luke 21,29-38  
31 Mar Luke 22,1-6  
1 Apr Psalms 22,1-22  
2 Apr Luke 22,7-23  
3 Apr Luke 22,24-30  
4 Apr Luke 22,31-38  
5 Apr Luke 22,39-46  
6 Apr Luke 22,47-53  

7 Apr Luke 22,54-62  
8 Apr Psalms 22,28-32  
9 Apr Luke 22,63-71  
10 Apr Luke 23,1-12  
11 Apr Luke 23,13-25  
12 Apr Luke 23,26-32  
13 Apr Luke 23,33-49  
14 Apr Luke 23,50-56  
15 Apr Luke 24,1-12  
16 Apr Luke 24,13-35  
17 Apr Luke 24,36-49  
18 Apr Luke 24,50-53  
19 Apr Colossians 1,1-8  
20 Apr Colossians 1,9-14  
21 Apr Colossians 1,15-20  
22 Apr Psalms 116  
23 Apr Colossians 1,21-23  
24 Apr Colossians 1,24-29  
25 Apr Colossians 2,1-7  
26 Apr Colossians 2,8-15  
27 Apr Colossians 2,16-19  
28 Apr Colossians 2,20-23  
29 Apr Psalms 23  
30 Apr Colossians 3,1-4  

1 - Caleb Potgieter 
8 - Martin Skibbe 
11 - Shane Swiegers & 
  Sheldon Willemse 
13 - Erica du Toit 
15 – Rashele Kabiraba Musabika 
16 - Anton Potgieter 
17 - Errin Johnston, Teneal  Karshagen & 
Lynette Wilson 
21 - Quinton Aubrey, Brigitte Glass  & 
Talana Sandmann 
29 - Yvonne Hillermann 
30 - Juanita Peyper  
  & Konrad Clifton 
 
Baptism Anniversary 
09 – Brigitte Boehmer 
10 – Louie Eggers 
13 - Faith Dini 
21 – Quinton Aubrey 

1 - Wesley Karshagen  
8 - Fanie du Toit  
9 - Gillian Skibbe  
12 - Bryan Ravenscroft  
  & Margrit Deetlefs  
13 - Nala Ndebele  
16 - Shane Marriot-Watson  
17 - Taryn Köhne  
23 - Heike Weinert  
24 - Jürgen Hohls  
27 - Mandy Aubrey  
 
Baptism Anniversary 
01 – Alileene Isabella Avenant 
07 – Craig Martin 
12 – Lee Laspe 
15 – Rolf Hillermann 
20 – Teneal Karshagen 
22 – Margrit Deetlefs 
26 – Mangaliso Ndebele 
28 – Taryn Koehne  
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Church 

27 Settlers Drive, Edgemead 

 

Parsonage: 

10 Van Gogh Street 

Panorama 7500 

✉  Street Address or 

     P.O. Box 12255 

     N1-City 7463 

 
Divine Service 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

 Sunday School 

 Holy Communion 

 
Pastor 

Ps. Carlos Walter Winterle 

☎ 021-9303734 

       081 482 1018  

E-Mail: cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br 

 
Treasurer 

Paul Böhmer    

Church Councillors 

Eckard Köhne  021-4331116 

   074 159 5538 

Marja Wybrow  021-5571328 

   082 6255 629 

Shawn Johnston 021-5591069 

   083 325 9965 

Paul Böhmer   086 5028872 

   082 3807590 

Shane Swiegers 082 4603605 

   021-9390486 
 

Women’s Guild Chairlady 

Jackie Karshagen 021-5587759 

   082-8266412 
 

Sunday School 

Christy Johnston   021- 5591069 

   073 246 4398 

 
Banking Details 

ABSA (Parow 502 110)  

Account Name: St Thomas 

Acc Number:  404 1515 600  

 
Evangelical Church (Lutheran Confession) 

St. Thomas Congregation 

www.st-thomas.org.za 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 
To promote fellowship in a friendly environment, 

 where 
God’s love in Christ is proclaimed (proclamation) 

love for one another is exercised (care) 
loving others is practised (outreach) 

Loved by God. Loving others. 


